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Call to Worship 
 
Psalm 25 

 

1 

To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul. 

2 

O my God, in you I trust; let me not be put to shame; let not my enemies exult over me. 

3 

Indeed, none who wait for you shall be put to shame; they shall be ashamed who are 

wantonly treacherous. 

4 

Make me to know your ways, O LORD; teach me your paths. 

5 

Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; for you I wait 

all the day long. 

6 

Remember your mercy, O LORD, and your steadfast love, for they have been from of old. 

7 

Remember not the sins of my youth or my transgressions; according to your steadfast 

 love remember me, for the sake of your goodness, O LORD! 

8 

Good and upright is the LORD; therefore he instructs sinners in the way. 

9 

He leads the humble in what is right, and teaches the humble his way. 

10 

All the paths of the LORD are steadfast love and faithfulness, for those who keep his 

covenant and his testimonies. 

 

 

Proverbs 9 

9 

Give instruction to a wise man, and he will be still wiser; teach a righteous man, and he 

will increase in learning. 

10 

The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, and the knowledge of the Holy One is 

insight 

 

 

Ephesians 4 

11 

And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, 

12

 to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ . . .  
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In the world 

 

Historically, Christians have demonstrated that they value learning and education. 

Many of the older and major universities in the English-speaking world were founded 

by Christians. Some were initially theological seminaries but many have grown to offer 

a wide range of studies. 

 

Locally, we see Christian schools of higher learning—Emmanuel Bible College in 

Kitchener, Redeemer College in Ancaster and McMaster in Hamilton.  

 

What we call “Sunday school” was a movement in England that started in the 1780s 

during the industrial revolution. It provided child labourers with an opportunity to 

learn on the only day they had off from the factories. It was a Christian endeavour to 

better children’s lives. By 1870, children were able to attend school on weekdays. 

 

Originally, our public school system and Education Act in this province fostered 

Christian values. I think all of this Christian involvement in education came because  

a reading of the Bible shows teaching and learning to be important foundations for a 

meaningful life. 

 

But, in the world, we see sad situations concerning schools. In some countries, under 

certain religious regimes, females are not allowed to attend school. In Nigeria, a school 

was raided by Boko Haram and more than 200 female children were abducted. The 

name “Boko Haram” means “Western education is forbidden.” In Pakistan, Taliban 

attacked a school killing 132 children. Just last week, a university in Kenya was 

attacked by Islamic extremists. Christian students had assembled for morning prayer. 

The death toll was 148 students. 

 

These incidents point out that teaching and learning contain values; that teaching and 

learning have outcomes. These incidents show that some people were taught to hate 

and to kill. Now, contrast that with the teaching of Jesus (Luke 6v27-28).  

 

“But I say to you who hear, love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 

bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you.” 

 

I’m so glad that I have Jesus as my Saviour, Master and TEACHER. Aren’t you? 
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A teachable spirit 

 

The big question for today is: “Do you have a teachable spirit?” 

 

“Do you have a teachable spirit?” 

 

I’m not talking about how far you went in school or what courses or programs  

you have taken or what certificates or degrees you might hold.  

 

We don’t hear a “teachable spirit” mentioned as often as we should. We tend to talk 

about a person being “bright” or “smart” or “sharp” or “well educated.” But while 

these descriptions might indicate a person’s ability to learn they don’t necessarily  

mean that a person has a teachable spirit. 

 

Perhaps a good way of developing the picture of a teachable spirit is to say what 

personal qualities can actually undermine and hamper having one. For example, if a 

person is arrogant or opinionated or close-minded; or if a person is a “know-it-all” or 

haughty or negative: having such attitudes can undermine developing a teachable 

spirit. 

 

Here is another big question (second one this morning): Is it important for a Christian to 

have a teachable spirit? 

 

My response is Yes! Absolutely! 

 

The reason I answer with such confidence is because there is much that God would 

have us understand and there is much that He would teach us. 

 

Jesus, my “Rabboni” 
 

This morning, I want us to consider the matter of having a teachable spirit along with 

looking into another one of the characteristics and names of God. This came out of our 

reading last Sunday when we heard the words of Mary in John 20. 

 

16

 Jesus said to her, “Mary.” She turned and said to him in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which 

means Teacher). 

 

Then if we think back two weeks to Luke’s account of the Triumphal Entry  

(19v38-40), the crowds were calling out: 

 

38 

saying, “Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven and 

glory in the highest!” 

39 

And some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, rebuke your disciples.” 

40 

He answered, “I tell you, if these were silent, the very stones would cry out.” 
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So, you see, one aspect of Jesus’ identity with his friends, followers and even with His 

foes was that He was a Teacher. 

 

The role of a teacher in those times was much more significant than what we attribute 

to a teacher in our times. A rabbi or rabi meant “my master.” A rav literally meant a 

“great one.” And a disciple was literally, a “learner.” 

 

This wasn’t a teacher that you had instructing you in subjects in the classroom for a 

school year. This was someone with great authority who was a guide for all of life.  

A rabbi was a man who knew the Torah—that is the first five books of the Bible, those 

which were foundational for the spiritual and cultural life of the people of Israel. The 

Hebrew word, torah  ָה  ”.means “instruction” or  “teaching ּתֹור 

 

Jesus’ authority to teach 
 

One thing that distinguished Jesus as a teacher was that He taught as one having 

authority.  

 

Matthew 7  

28 

And when Jesus finished these sayings, the crowds were astonished at his teaching, 

29 

for he was teaching them as one who had authority, and not as their scribes. 

 

Mark 1 

21 

And they went into Capernaum, and immediately on the Sabbath he entered the 

synagogue and was teaching. 

22 

And they were astonished at his teaching, for he taught them as one who had authority, 

and not as the scribes. 

 

Let’s look more closely at this matter of authority. Think of a police officer who acts 

under the authority of the law. If an officer violates the law or acts in a questionable 

manner, he or she could be suspended. If it is something extreme, the officer may even 

be charged and tried under the law. Or, if an officer resigns or retires, that person no 

longer has the authority to enforce the law. 

 

You see, sometimes authority to act or teach is based on something else like laws or 

regulations or agreed-upon principles. 

 

While the scribes were teachers of the Law of Moses—the Torah—their position was 

based on the authority of the writings themselves.  

 

But Jesus could teach based on His own God-given authority. Here is a passage that 

describes a time when Jesus was teaching in the temple in Jerusalem during the Feast 

of Booths. 
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(John 7v14-19) 

14 

About the middle of the feast Jesus went up into the temple and began teaching. 

15

 The Jews therefore marveled, saying, “How is it that this man has learning, when he has 

never studied?” 

16

 So Jesus answered them, “My teaching is not mine, but his who sent me. 

17

 If anyone’s will is to do God’s will, he will know whether the teaching is from God or 

whether I am speaking on my own authority. 

18

 The one who speaks on his own authority seeks his own glory; but the one who seeks the 

glory of him who sent him is true, and in him there is no falsehood. 

19

 Has not Moses given you the law? Yet none of you keeps the law. 

 

That last line is something of a rebuke because those who criticized Jesus were teachers 

of the Law of Moses but their lives were not in keeping with what they were teaching. 

 

We see this unique authority of Jesus in other situations. Just after Matthew records 

Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount with all the statements of “Blessed are those . . .” we hear 

Jesus say (Matthew 5v17): 

 

“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to 

abolish them but to fulfill them.  

 

And then He proceeds to redefine misinterpretations of the Law with this formula: 

 

21

 “You have heard that it was said . . . 

22

 But I say to you . . . 
 

 

Jesus, by His own authority, repeatedly uses this formula and corrects what had 

become a legalistic approach to matters like anger, lust, divorce, oaths, retaliation, and 

the treatment of enemies. 

 

So, Jesus runs into conflict with the priests and scribes (who were teachers of the Law) 

because they had, in their zeal for the Law, missed seeing the heart and character of 

God. 

 

God would teach us Himself 
 

God had chosen the people of Israel and had, for centuries, been teaching them about 

Himself but many times and in many ways, they had become distracted from the great 

life lesson. 

 

I call it a life lesson because God wanted to form in His people the qualities that were 

in keeping with His own character. Remember that because we will later close on that 

thought. As we read through the Old Testament, we read about commandments and 

laws and statutes. God would instruct His people through these and through 
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demonstrations of His own acts and through the words of the prophets. 

 

You know, if we stop and think about it, this is not unlike what a loving, caring parent 

would do. 

 

You have an infant and it comes about that you have to say “Don’t do this.” “Don’t do 

that.” Do this.” Do that.” You direct behaviour by rules hoping that, as the child grows, 

he or she will see the sense in the principles that you are trying to teach. 

 

You also teach by example. Parents “say” a lot about what they believe and what they 

value by the way that they act. It is amazing what children will learn just by observing 

the behaviour of parents. 

 

Of course, parents provide for the instruction of their children through other sources, 

as well. Children receive formal schooling through teachers and through other 

authoritative voices. Now, more than ever, parents are making choices about the 

schools to which they will send their sons and daughters. 

 

What I have just described about parenting we also see reflected in how God treated 

the children of Israel. He was teaching them through His words, by His example and 

through the messages of the prophets. 

 

The apostle Paul wrote (Galatians 3v24-27; NKJV): 

 

Therefore the law was our tutor to bring us to Christ, that we might be justified by faith. But 

after faith has come, we are no longer under a tutor. For you are all sons of God through 

faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 

 

So there is this continuity from Old Testament times when God was teaching His 

people to the life of Jesus who walked this earth and was called “Rabboni.” Jesus, after 

His resurrection, ascended to the Father. Are we now left without instruction, without 

a teacher? 

 

Listen to what Jesus promised to His followers: 

 

(John 14) 

23 

[Jesus answered him,] “If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, and my Father will love 

him, and we will come to him and make our home with him. 

24 

Whoever does not love me does not keep my words. And the word that you hear is not 

mine but the Father’s who sent me. 

25 

“These things I have spoken to you while I am still with you. 

26 

But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you 

all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you. 
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(John 16) 

13 

When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he will not speak 

on his own authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the 

things that are to come. 

14 

He will glorify me, for he will take what is mine and declare it to you. 

15 

All that the Father has is mine; therefore I said that he will take what is mine and declare 

it to you. 

 

There is such a tight grouping there—Father, Son and Holy Spirit—speaking, teaching, 

bringing to remembrance, guiding, declaring. 

 

Do you think that God wants us to learn some things? Most definitely!  

 

There is so much in the Bible about teaching and learning; about listening and heeding 

instruction. As children of God, we never grow too old to be instructed by Him and He 

has provided two primary guides: 

 

One is His written word—the Holy Scriptures—and then the other is the Holy Spirit 

who will guide you and even open up the value of the Scriptures to your life. 

 

The Apostle Paul wrote (2 Timothy 3v16-17): 

 

All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, 

and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be competent, equipped for 

every good work. 

 

You see, there is a purpose to Bible teaching and that purpose is to change our lives so 

that we are better equipped to serve. And, we have already seen the part that the Holy 

Spirit is to play so that we would be instructed in truth coming from God. 

 

We then come back to the opening question about having a “teachable spirit.” 

 

I have been using this term for years but, out of curiosity, did a quick search on the 

Internet on Friday. That search revealed that the most attention to this matter of 

having a teachable spirit comes from Christians. 
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What is a “teachable spirit” 

 

Talking about a “teachable spirit” might leave you guessing what that is like. You can 

do your own research on this but here are some descriptions that are connected to 

having a teachable spirit. 

 

Humility 

Pride can close a person off but true humility says, “I don’t know everything and I can 

learn from others” 

 

When pride comes, then comes disgrace, but with the humble is wisdom. (Proverbs 11v2) 

 

Curiosity 

An enquiring mind characterizes a person who is ready to learn. I would even add the 

term “hunger.”  

 

Remember Jesus said, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word 

that comes from the mouth of God.’” (Matthew 4v4) 

 

Do you have a hunger for God’s Word? If you do, then I would think that you also 

have a teachable spirit. 

 

Attentive 

I think that when a person wants to learn, he or she will exercise some discipline to 

pay attention. 

 

There is the Old Testament story of the time when God was raising up a prophet. Here 

is how the account begins (1 Samuel 3): 

1 Now the young man Samuel was ministering to the LORD under Eli. And the word of the 

LORD was rare in those days; there was no frequent vision. 

During the night, God spoke to Samuel three times but the young man did not know 

the voice. Then, Eli instructed Samuel how to respond and this is what happened: 

10 And the LORD came and stood, calling as at other times, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel 

said, “Speak, for your servant hears.” 

 

“Speak, for your servant hears.” Perhaps you should say those same words as you 

prepare to read the Bible. Confirm within yourself that you are being attentive to God. 

“Speak, for your servant hears.” 

 

Open-minded 

Over the years, I have had conversations with people who are so opinionated that 

they would not listen to other people. Their minds were made up and there was no 

reasoning with them. It’s not wrong to have opinions. The question is whether you are 

open to hear new information that will shape your opinions. 
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Jesus was opposed by leaders in the religious establishment who were, what I would 

call, “close-minded.” They were not open to what He had to say. 

 

Now, there can be a downside to being open minded if it opens you up to accepting 

bad or wrong information. So, an important aspect of having a teachable spirit is to 

have discernment that is led by the Holy Spirit and so I would call that Spirit-led 

discernment. 

 

As Christians, we should ask the Holy Spirit to guide us in our understanding. 

 

So, to gather those things that characterize a “teachable spirit,” a person would be: 

 

–  Humble 

–  Curious 

–  Attentive 

–  Open minded 

–  Discerning 

 

For our guidance, God has given us His word in Scripture, the Living Word, Jesus 

Christ and the Holy Spirit. Our life is best lived as we allow God to teach us.  

 

There was a time in Jesus’ public ministry when He was teaching challenging things. 

This is what John records (John 6v66-69): 

 

After this many of His disciples turned back and no longer walked with Him. 

So Jesus said to the Twelve, “Do you want to go away as well?” 

Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life 

and we have believed, and have come to know, that you are the Holy One of God.”  

 

Earlier, I said, “God wanted to form in His people the qualities that were in keeping 

with His own character.” I believe that is still true today but it has been “stepped up.” 

 

If anybody asked me “What is life all about?” I would have to say, “It is to become more 

like Jesus.” That is to be our purpose and goal in life.  

 

If you can think of any higher purpose or goal, please share that with me. 

 

Then, with that purpose in view, doesn’t it make perfect sense that Jesus Himself is to 

be our Master, our “Great One,” our Teacher? 

 

 

 


