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Call to Worship 
 
Isaiah 52v7-10 

7 

How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings good news, who 

publishes peace, who brings good news of happiness, who publishes salvation, who says 

to Zion, “Your God reigns.” 

8 

The voice of your watchmen—they lift up their voice; together they sing for joy; for eye to 

eye they see the return of the LORD to Zion. 

9 

Break forth together into singing, you waste places of Jerusalem, for the LORD has 

comforted his people; he has redeemed Jerusalem. 

10 

The LORD has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations, and all the ends of 

the earth shall see the salvation of our God. 

 

Mark 1 

1 

The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 

2 

As it is written in Isaiah the prophet, “Behold, I send my messenger before your face, who 

will prepare your way, 

3 

the voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths 

straight,’” 

4 

John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of repentance for 

the forgiveness of sins. 

5 

And all the country of Judea and all Jerusalem were going out to him and were being 

baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 

6 

Now John was clothed with camel’s hair and wore a leather belt around his waist and ate 

locusts and wild honey. 

7 

And he preached, saying, “After me comes he who is mightier than I, the strap of whose 

sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. 

8 

I have baptized you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

The Baptism of Jesus  

9 

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the 

Jordan. 

10 

And when he came up out of the water, immediately he saw the heavens being torn open 

and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. 

11 

And a voice came from heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.” 
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Introduction 

 

When I was a young boy, I was given a Meccano construction set by one of my uncles. 

It was first marketed in the United Kingdom in 1901. I still think it is the best toy ever. 

 

They provided plans for building things the company had designed but I liked to 

make things of my own imagination. After a few years of tinkering with this 

construction set, I heard about something called a “perpetual motion machine.”  

It would be a mechanical device that, once started, would run itself without the need 

of any external source of energy. I heard that it was impossible to build one. Just tell a 

boy that he can’t do something and what is he likely to do? Well, I tried to build one 

with my Meccano set. To this day, I think that the perpetual motion machine is an 

intriguing concept. But, according to the laws of physics, it is an impossibility. Still, it 

captures the imagination of some. 

 

Other things that capture my imagination—things that I cannot get my head around 

are things like eternity—questions like “When did time start?” And another puzzle for 

me is “Where does space end?” That’s a question about infinity. 

 

Apparently, astronomers have seen a galaxy (SXDF-NB1006-2) that is almost 13 billion 

light years away. A light year is 6 trillion miles or 9 trillion kilometres. And here we are, 

just at the stage of considering the possibility of human space travel to a nearby planet 

within our tiny solar system. 

 

As human beings, there are things that we can carry only so far in our imagination and 

then we reach an impasse realizing that we don’t have an answer and probably will 

never have an answer or explanation. 

 

That also applies to the realm of theology and doctrine and even our Christian faith.   

 

Two weeks ago, we started a Sunday series on the Gospel of Mark. I’d like to return to 

that same passage and give more attention to verses 9, 10 and 11 of this first chapter. 

 

There are two elements of this account. One is the appearance of Jesus being baptized 

and the other is what I will call the convergence of God—Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

 

Both elements of this passage present something of a challenge for those who are 

followers of Christ. One was that Jesus was baptized by John. The other is this 

convergence of three Persons of the triune God. 
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The baptism of Jesus 

 

We read that: John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of 

repentance for the forgiveness of sins and people were coming out to him to be baptized 

and were confessing their sins.  

 

And then Jesus appears and Mark reports that He was baptized. Something that is not 

found in Mark’s Gospel is an insight provided by Matthew. He writes: John would have 

prevented Him, saying, “I need to be baptized by You, and do You come to me?” But Jesus 

answered him, “Let it be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then 

he [John] consented. 

 

John knew his role as one who would prepare the way of the Lord. He knew his role 

as one who would call people to repent and be baptized. He knew his role as one who 

was less than his Lord, not feeling fit to even to untie his sandals. He knew his role as 

one who baptized with water yet to be surpassed by the One who would baptize with 

the Holy Spirit. 

 

At first, John objected to baptizing Jesus—I get that. Do you see why? 

 

Later in Scripture, we have affirmations that Jesus was without sin (2 Corinthians 

5v21), the perfect and spotless Lamb of God.  

 

For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the 

righteousness of God. 

 

He didn’t need to repent of sin because He was without sin. Still, Jesus requested the 

baptism of John in the River Jordan and Matthew records our Lord’s explanation: “Let 

it be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” 

 

We need to keep in view that Jews did not feel the need to be baptized. It was a 

requirement that they placed upon Gentiles who wanted to convert and be admitted 

into their midst as “Sons of Israel.”   

 

So what was the righteousness that Jesus was talking about? I am inclined to think that 

at the heart of this “righteousness” is simply the sense of doing what is right in 

identifying with people. For Him, it was not about repentance and confession of sin. 

That was not a requirement for Jesus. 

 

The very first words of Mark’s Gospel identify Jesus as the Son of God. There are five 

places in this Gospel account where Jesus is identified as the Son of God by other 

voices. Those are clear. There are more passages where Jesus identifies Himself as the 

“Son of Man.” In Jesus, we have God Himself identifying with our human condition. 

And, for one, I’m glad that Jesus entered the waters of baptism that day.  
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Our practice of baptism 

 

As Baptists, we have two practices that we call “ordinances”—baptism and 

Communion. Other Christian groups not going by the name “Baptist” also practice 

these two things. Some promote baptism of babies. Some promote the sprinkling or 

pouring of water. Some have a three-fold immersion. There are variations but I believe 

that we have it right according to the teaching of Scripture. 

 

But we sometimes make the mistake of calling it “adult baptism.” We should be careful 

to say “believer’s baptism” because some who are baptized according to our practice 

are not yet adults. 

 

We see in John’s practice that baptism was connected with repentance and the 

confession of sin. As parents might bring their baby to a church for baptism, the child 

is not yet at the stage to repent, confess or accept Jesus as Saviour. 

 

In the book of Acts (16v30-33), we read the account of the Philippian jailer asking of 

Paul and Silas: 

 

“Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” 

and this is what follows 

And they said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household.”   

And they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his house. 

And he took them the same hour of the night and washed their wounds; and he was 

baptized at once, he and all his family.   

 

Personal faith in Jesus preceded baptism. 

 

There is another identification with Our Lord in our practice of baptism. The Apostle 

Paul writes in Colossians (2v12):  

 

having been buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised with him through 

faith in the powerful working of God, who raised him from the dead.  

 

Choosing to go under the waters of baptism is an image of being buried and then 

being raised to newness of life. 

 

Well, more could be said about our practice of believer’s baptism but the point is to 

look at the passage of Mark’s Gospel where Jesus puts Himself in the place of being 

baptized. As I started out saying, it is one element of this account that presents 

something of a challenge for those who are followers of Christ. Jesus did not need to 

be baptized but He was. We understand the need of baptism for ourselves but cannot 

fully adequately explain it for Him—only to say that it was the will of God as Jesus 

entered His public ministry.   
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The appearance of the triune God 
 

The other element of this passage that presents something of a challenge is in the 

convergence of the three Persons of the triune God—Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

 

10 

And when he came up out of the water, immediately he saw the heavens being torn open 

and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. 

11 

And a voice came from heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.” 

 

I remember once having a discussion with a Jehovah’s Witness and she got quite 

heated when I talked about Jesus being God and she said that the word “trinity” isn’t 

in the Bible. She was right about that but wrong in her view of God. They make a 

number of mistakes including their expressions about being witnesses of Jehovah 

(Isaiah 43v11-12; Acts 1v8; 1 John 4v14) but that is a matter we could look at on another 

occasion. 

 

The word “trinity” is not in the Bible but then, a lot of terms used in theology are not 

in the Bible. Many theological terms have been coined to capture concepts that are 

found in the Bible (e.g., antinomianism, ex nihilo, supralapsarian).  

 

I prefer to use the term “triune” in reference to God because it is a composite word 

with elements referring to “three” and “one.” But more important than the term we 

use is that we believe that God co-exists as Father, Son and Holy Spirit. And don’t let 

anybody accuse you of believing in three Gods. There is only one God. 

 

Is it easy to grasp? Is it easy to explain? Not at all! And that is why some people who 

are interested in the Bible and in religion have abandoned the faith of the early church. 

They would diminish Jesus and characterize the Holy Spirit only as a power of God. 

 

The Bible does describe the Holy Spirit as bringing power and coming in power. But 

the language also presents the Holy Spirit as a person—one who can be grieved and 

one who can guide and counsel. Some aspects of the Holy Spirit are difficult to grasp 

and describe but that is due to our human limitations. Just to give you an example, our 

notion of “personhood” is not adequate to explain how He can simultaneously indwell 

every follower of Jesus Christ, everywhere at all times. Maybe someday we can do a 

Bible study or sermon series focusing on the Holy Spirit. We Baptists tend to be 

somewhat cautious and withdrawn when it comes to embracing the experience of the 

Spirit. That can be to our own detriment. Paul tells us to be “filled with the Spirit.”  

 

And do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery, but be filled with the Spirit, 

addressing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody 

to the Lord with your heart . . . (Ephesians 5v18-19).   
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You see one outcome of being filled with the Spirit is enhanced worship of the Lord 

and encouragement of other believers. 

 

While the Holy Spirit is neglected and in some ways trivialized through misunder-

standing, people’s distortions of Jesus are more conscious and intentional. 

 

 

Diminishing Jesus 
 

Some would diminish Jesus, characterizing him as being “a very good man” or “a 

prophet” or at best “a god.” Jesus deserves more than these expressions of token 

admiration. In the full revelation of Scripture, he is worshiped and is to be worshiped. 

Yes, He is “the Son of God” but He is, at the same time, “God the Son.” (1 John 5v20;  

2 John 1v9) 

 

And we know that the Son of God has come and has given us understanding, so that we 

may know Him who is true; and we are in Him who is true, in His Son Jesus Christ. He is 

the true God and eternal life.  (1 John 5v20). 

 

You know the expression, “Close only counts in horseshoes.” Well that applies with 

more stringency in matters of faith. It is essential to faith, life and eternal life to have  

a correct view of who Jesus is. And it’s important not to just go by the opinion of any 

denomination or church or person speaking from a pulpit in telling you what is that 

“correct view.” Let the testimony of Scripture—the Holy Bible—lead you into that 

view. The best that I can do is to point you to passages of Scripture. It is the Holy Spirit 

Who leads you to the truth of the matter. Why am I putting this on you? Because this 

is to be your personal faith—not church doctrine or something handed down to you 

by a family member or a former pastor. Your eternal destiny depends on what you 

personally believe to be true and Who you believe to be true. 

 

Jesus said of Himself, “I am the way, the truth and the life” (John 14v6) 

 

The identity of Jesus becomes most critical for us at the place of the cross. A good man 

or a prophet could not adequately satisfy the just requirements of God concerning my 

sin. And someone who is presented as just a god would be the object of false worship. 

 

Scripture tells us that Jesus, Himself, was without sin (2 Corinthians 5v21) and that He 

bore our sins in His body on the cross (1 Peter 2v24). This is God’s transaction on our 

behalf in a measure that only God could provide.  
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Now, in our Scripture reading we see Jesus baptized. I titled this sermon “Beyond 

understanding” because it is beyond my understanding why Jesus had to be baptized 

by John. We’ve already looked into that. 

 

But then, another thing that is beyond understanding is the convergent appearance of 

the triune God as Jesus emerged from the waters. If you believe that Jesus is God—that 

is one Person.  

 

Then, the second Person, is the appearance of the Holy Spirit (Mark 1v10): 

 

And when he came up out of the water, immediately he saw the heavens being torn open 

and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. 

 

Then the voice of the Father “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.”—that 

is the third Person. And, by the way, Mark will give us another account of the voice of 

God identifying the Son, Jesus (9v7, 8). Peter will, in his own writing confirm this as his 

personal experience. 

 

And a cloud overshadowed them, and a voice came out of the cloud, “This is my beloved 

Son; listen to him.” And suddenly, looking around, they no longer saw anyone with them 

but Jesus only. 

 

So, we have the convergent appearance of the triune God at these waters of baptism.  

 

Matthew, at the end of his Gospel account (Matthew 28v19) will record Jesus’ words:  

 

Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 

of the Son and of the Holy Spirit 

 

It is a subtle indication as Jesus instructed his followers to baptize “in the name of”—not 

“names”—but in the single name of Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

 

 

How much simpler 
 

How much simpler it would have been if God had given us some kind of document 

that spelled things out so that they were not beyond our understanding. 

 

I’m being a bit facetious here but, what if God said, “Here, let me explain when time 

began” or “I’ll tell you where is the outer limit of the universe and what is beyond that.” or 

“Yes, Bret, it is impossible to build a perpetual motion machine because of the laws of 

physics that I put into place.” 
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How much simpler it would have been if God had left a document where it was 

written, “Yes, I am a trinity and here is how it is done.” or the document has a statement 

like “The reason Jesus was baptized by John in the River Jordon was because . . .” 

 

Our faith does have a factual, historical basis. Yet, with the Bible, we take in centuries 

of writings by a variety of people in different circumstances and presenting in different 

styles. And we read this as the unfolding revelation of God and His unfolding plan of 

redemption. 

 

It is a funny thing about faith. We take that testimony of men and women to whom 

and through whom God chose to reveal Himself. We then assess whether they are 

trustworthy and credible people and whether their eyewitness accounts can be 

believed. We may be curious about things. There may be questions that we would like 

to ask. But at some point, it is necessary to say, “I believe what this book says about me 

and about God.” 

 

It is like the words of the hymn by Daniel W. Whittle as he tried to reflect the words of 

the Apostle Paul: 

I know not how this saving faith 

To me He did impart, 

Nor how believing in His Word 

Wrought peace within my heart. 

But I know Whom I have believèd, 

And am persuaded that He is able 

To keep that which I’ve committed 

Unto Him against that day. 

There are a lot of things about life and about God and about God’s ways that are 

beyond our understanding. They are beyond our ability to adequately explain. Yet 

God invites us to believe Him, to trust Him and to commit our way to Him. 

 

I see, on one glorious day, when Jesus chose to identify with the people who had come 

for the baptism of John in the River Jordon. 

 

I see, on another glorious day, when I chose to identify with Jesus and went under the 

waters of baptism in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

 

Do you remember the day when you made that choice for your life? 
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Outline of Mark from ESV Study Bible 

 

A.  Introduction (1v1–15) 

 

B.  Demonstration of Jesus’ Authority (1v16–8v26) 

1. Jesus’ early Galilean ministry (1v16–3v12) 

 

2. Jesus’ later Galilean ministry (3v13–6v6) 

Calling of the Twelve (3v13–35) 

Parables (4v1–34) 

Nature miracle, exorcism, and healing (4v35–5v43) 

Rejection at Nazareth (6v1–6) 

 

3. Work beyond Galilee (6v7–8v26) 

Sending of the Twelve (6v7–13) 

Death of John the Baptist (6v14–56) 

Teachings on moral defilement (7v1–23) 

Opening to Gentiles (7v24–30) 

Additional miracles in Decapolis and Bethsaida (7v31–8v26) 

 

C.  Testing Jesus’ Authority in Suffering (8v27–16v8) 

1. Journey to Jerusalem (8v27–10v52) 

Peter’s confession (8v27–33) 

Call to discipleship (8v34–9v1) 

Transfiguration and healing (9v2–29) 

Instruction on discipleship: putting others first (9v30–50) 

Instruction on discipleship: divorce, wealth, humility (10v1–52) 

 

2. Entering and judging Jerusalem (11v1–13v37) 

Triumphal entry to Jerusalem (11v1–11) 

Jesus’ judgment on religious leaders (11v12–12v44) 

Jesus and the coming judgment (13v1–37) 

 

3. Death and resurrection in Jerusalem (14v1–16v8) 

Betrayal (14v1–52) 

Trial (14v53–15v20) 

Crucifixion and resurrection (15v21–16v8) 

 

[4. “Longer ending of Mark” (16v9–20; see note)] 


