
Title:  No. 201405 

Venue: Tyrrell Baptist Church 

Date: June 29, 2014 (Canada Day weekend) 

Scripture: Acts 22 ; Philippians 3v17-21; Ephesians 2v4-7 

Call to Worship: Psalm 72 (Responsive Reading) 

 

All Scripture is from the English Standard Version unless otherwise indicated 

 

 

Responsive Reading 
 

(Psalm 72, ESV) 

 

1  Give the king your justice, O God, 

and your righteousness to the royal son! 

2  May he judge your people with righteousness, 

and your poor with justice! 

3  Let the mountains bear prosperity for the people, 

and the hills, in righteousness! 

4  May he defend the cause of the poor of the people, 

give deliverance to the children of the needy,  

and crush the oppressor! 

5  May they fear you while the sun endures, 

and as long as the moon, throughout all generations! 

6  May he be like rain that falls on the mown grass, 

like showers that water the earth! 

7  In his days may the righteous flourish, 

and peace abound, till the moon be no more! 

8  May he have dominion from sea to sea, 

and from the River to the ends of the earth! 
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Acts 22 – Contemporary English Version (CEV) 
 
 
“My friends and leaders of our nation, listen as I explain what happened!” 

2 

When the crowd heard Paul speak 

to them in Aramaic, they became even quieter. Then Paul said: 

 

3 

I am a Jew, born and raised in the city of Tarsus in Cilicia. I was a student of Gamaliel and was taught to 

follow every single law of our ancestors. In fact, I was just as eager to obey God as any of you are today. 

 

4 

I made trouble for everyone who followed the Lord’s Way,
[a]

 and I even had some of them killed. I had 

others arrested and put in jail. I didn’t care if they were men or women. 
5 

The high priest and all the council 

members can tell you that this is true. They even gave me letters to the Jewish leaders in Damascus, so that I 

could arrest people there and bring them to Jerusalem to be punished. 

 

6 

One day about noon I was getting close to Damascus, when a bright light from heaven suddenly flashed 

around me.
7 

I fell to the ground and heard a voice asking, “Saul, Saul, why are you so cruel to me?”  

 

8 

“Who are you?” I answered. 

 

The Lord replied, “I am Jesus from Nazareth! I am the one you are so cruel to.” 
9 

The men who were traveling 

with me saw the light, but did not hear the voice. 
10 

I asked, “Lord, what do you want me to do?” 

 

[The resurrected, Eternal Jesus then gives instructions to Paul and we will skip from v10 down to v22.] 

 

21 

But the Lord told me to go, and he promised to send me far away to the Gentiles. 

 

22 

The crowd listened until Paul said this. Then they started shouting, “Get rid of this man! He doesn’t deserve 

to live.”
23 

They kept shouting. They waved their clothes around and threw dust into the air. 

 

24 

The Roman commander ordered Paul to be taken into the fortress and beaten with a whip. He did this to 

find out why the people were screaming at Paul. 

 

25 

While the soldiers were tying Paul up to be beaten, he asked the officer standing there, “Is it legal to beat a 

Roman citizen before he has been tried in court?” 

 

26 

When the officer heard this, he went to the commander and said, “What are you doing? This man is a 

Roman citizen!” 

 

27 

The commander went to Paul and asked, “Tell me, are you a Roman citizen?” 

 

“Yes,” [Paul answered.] 

 

28 

The commander then said, “I paid a lot of money to become a Roman citizen.”  

 

But Paul replied, “I was born a Roman citizen.” 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+22&version=CEV#fen-CEV-25631a
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Born into  
 

Over time, you will hear in our pastoral prayers, words of thanksgiving to God for 

the blessing He has given us to live in such a great nation. I was born in Toronto and 

Lynne was born in Simcoe. Where were you born? 

 

Some may not have been born here in Canada, but we all share the great blessing of 

being able to live in a prosperous and free nation. I don’t believe that there is a 

perfect nation, but we live in one that is better off than many and perhaps we can all 

agree that Canada is better off than most. 

 

A couple of centuries ago, people would leave the comforts of the United Kingdom 

and arrive to find harsh, rugged living conditions here in this new, and largely 

unexplored, colony. When Lynne and I returned from England in 1980, I met a 

woman in her workplace and noted her British accent. As the conversation unfolded, 

I told her how much we enjoyed our time living and working in England and I asked 

her if she would ever consider moving back to her place of birth. Very quickly, she 

replied “No! The opportunities for my children are much greater here in Canada.” 

 

Many of our friends and neighbours will be celebrating Canada Day but they won’t 

be giving any thought to the fact that living here is a God-granted blessing. People 

born in other parts of the world long to become Canadian citizens. So let us be 

thankful to God that we have this privilege of Canadian citizenship.  

 

 

 

              Official Lyrics of O Canada! 
 

O Canada! Our home and native land!  

True patriot love in all thy sons command.  

 

With glowing hearts we see thee rise,  

The True North strong and free!  

 

From far and wide,  

O Canada, we stand on guard for thee.  

 

God keep our land glorious and free!  

O Canada, we stand on guard for thee.  

O Canada, we stand on guard for thee. 
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Do you have a passport? 
 

Do you have a passport? Isn’t it a terrible thing they make us do? You have to live 

with that picture for the life of the document. Now that a passport can be issued for 

ten years, it’s a long time to be stuck with a photograph that you don’t like. If there  

is anything that looks close to a police mug shot, it’s a passport photo. You’re not 

supposed to smile. Oh well, I guess it’s all worth it to have proof of my Canadian 

citizenship!  

 

On Friday and Saturday, I was at a Christian conference in Brantford. After lunch on 

Saturday, I met a man outside of building who was enjoying our sunny weather. I 

found out that he was actually raised on Manitoulin Island but had gone to university 

in Michigan and had married an American woman. It turns out that they lived in 

Florida where he had a business. I asked him if he had dual citizenship and he said 

“Yes.” This morning, the thing that we be looking at is that we, as Christians, also 

have dual citizenship. 

 

Let’s turn our attention to the case of the apostle Paul. As you heard earlier when we 

read from Acts 22, the apostle Paul was a Jew, born and raised in the city of Tarsus in 

Cilicia. That city is located in modern-day Turkey. 

 

In Paul’s time, Tarsus had long been an important stop for traders. It was just 20km 

inland from the Mediterranean Sea. In the time of the Roman Empire, Tarsus was  

the capital of the province of Cilicia. Tarsus had been the scene of the first meeting 

between Mark Antony and Cleopatra. But it is better known as the birthplace of Paul. 

 

In Acts 22, the setting is in the city of Jerusalem. Paul preached about Jesus and was 

throwing the city into an uproar. Jews seized him and threw him out of the Temple 

and some were seeking to kill him. So soldiers of the Roman army come in to quell 

what had become something of a riot. 

 

The commander had Paul taken into custody because he was seen as the cause of the 

problem.  

 

Paul, the Jew, also had Roman citizenship and so, he claimed that as a privilege to 

keep from being improperly treated by the soldiers who were going to bind him up 

and arrest him. 

 

In Paul’s time, with the Roman Empire dominating much of the world around the 

Mediterranean Sea, to be a Roman citizen meant having a coveted status. Being a 

Roman citizen had its benefits and privileges. 

 

I think that for us, being a Canadian citizen also has it benefits and privileges. 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Empire
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cilicia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mark_Antony
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cleopatra
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Citizenship in heaven 

 

Well, let’s read a short portion from Paul’s letter to the church in Philippi. This was 

probably his last letter to the churches (circa 60 AD). He is writing it while under 

arrest and in a Roman prison awaiting trial. Things are not looking very good. At the 

beginning of the letter, the apostle Paul even considers the possibility of his death. 

  

Brothers, join in imitating me, and keep your eyes on those who walk according to the 

example you have in us. For many, of whom I have often told you and now tell you even 

with tears, walk as enemies of the cross of Christ. Their end is destruction, their god is their 

belly, and they glory in their shame, with minds set on earthly things. But our citizenship is 

in heaven, and from it we await a Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ, who will transform our 

lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power that enables him even to subject all 

things to himself. (Philippians 3v17-21) 
 

Paul never lost his Roman citizenship but, rather, he had gained a citizenship that 

was secured in heaven.  

 

When Paul points our attention to being citizens of heaven, he is pointing to benefits 

and privileges that are unmatched by any other jurisdiction in the world. 

 
 

Our citizenship 
 

Here in Canada, we live in a country that is a constitutional monarchy. And while 

Queen Elizabeth is our monarch, we are governed by a democratic parliamentary 

system and by the rules of the land. That goes with being a citizen of Canada. 

 

On the half-sheet, we’ve given some other points about the nature of our citizenship. 

 

The nature of citizenship 

– citizenship requires a personal commitment 

– has the need to give allegiance 

– has rights and responsibilities 

– requires sharing the citizenship that respects other fellow citizens 

– receiving benefit and offering benefit to others 

– working for continuous improvement 

– being diligent to safeguard what has been entrusted to us 
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Whether you have applied for a passport or not, you have citizenship in a country. 

But, as Christians, we also claim our citizenship in heaven, thus acknowledging 

ourselves to be subjects of King Jesus.  

 

In thinking about our citizenship being secured in heaven there are two things that 

we must keep in view. 

 

First, Jesus is the sovereign Lord of this kingdom of heaven (Act 7v55f). 

 

But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, even when 

we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have 

been saved—and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in 

Christ Jesus, so that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace 

in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. (Ephesians 2v4-7) 

 

Second, the kingdom is “now” but, at the same time, “not yet.” 

 

At His trial before Pontus Pilate, Jesus said that His kingdom is not of this world  

(John 18v36). Yet we, as Christians, are to be living under His Lordship though still 

residing in this present world. That is the challenge. Not everything has been brought 

into its final condition. 

 
 

On a pilgrim’s journey 
 

We need to see ourselves as people who have embarked upon a pilgrim’s journey. 

Try to imagine a ship sailing from the Old World to the New. We have committed 

ourselves to live under the sovereign rule of the One who owns the land on the other 

side. He also owns the vessel upon which we are travelling. 

 

This analogy of a ship is not far from modern actuality. A ship registered in Canada 

and flying the Canadian flag is considered to be Canadian territory—a part of 

Canada—regardless of where in the world it might sail or be docked. That inter-

national rule also applies for ships flying other national flags. Some ocean-going ships 

have multinational crews and the crew members on that ship--regardless of what 

passport each one holds--come under the rule of the country of registry of the ship. 

 

As I think of my time onboard ships, I see ways of relating it to living the Christian 

life. See whether this description works for you. 

 

Personally, I had a sense of wellbeing while on a ship. All that was needed was 

provided—food and accommodation.  

 

As a crew, we worked and cooperated together to get where we needed to go. Good 

shipmates were ones that you could trust with your life.  
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There were wonderful days at sea with beautiful skies and refreshing breezes but then 

there were difficult and dark days—times when we would be buffeted by the seas and 

wind. There were storms, but there were also calms after the storms. And all the while, 

the ship was just a temporary place on the way to a destination. The comforts were 

only temporary and partial compared to returning to the shore and to home.  

 

Maybe you can see how this illustration applies as we board the Good Gospel Ship 

registered in the Kingdom of Heaven.  

 

Well, when did you join the crew? Why, you joined the crew when you accepted 

Jesus as your personal Saviour. Now as Jesus is Master of this vessel, He is also to be 

Lord of your days.    

 

The ship sails on. We obviously have not arrived at the destination and the 

conditions onboard are not as rich as those we will experience when we do arrive.  

 

But we have been promised a safe arrival and while we are on the journey, we 

experience some of the conditions that will become fully ours once we arrive on the 

other side. 

 

Well this image of a ship on a journey has been an analogy—just an illustration—to 

help us better understand the sense of the kingdom of Jesus as being “now, but not 

yet.”    

 

 

The rule of the eternal, ever-present One 
 

Other brothers and sisters who are followers of Jesus Christ might hold passports 

from their countries of birth or adopted countries but they, like us, have dual 

citizenship. Together we are all on a pilgrim’s journey under the command of our 

Master, King Jesus. 

 

We must always keep in view that we are ruled by the Eternal One. And the 

kingdom of heaven is an eternal kingdom. So our citizenship is an eternal one. 

There’s no need to renew our passport or put up with one of those poor passport 

photos. Though, I must say that on this journey, our image is to be changed more 

into the likeness of Jesus Christ. So, regardless of the process of physical aging, we  

are to become renewed and more like Him from day to day. But that is the topic for 

another sermon. 
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Now, it is like we are on a journey to a New World much like it was for immigrants 

who boarded a ship sailing across the Atlantic to a New World that held the promise 

of dreams and hopes to be fulfilled. They were motivated because they had a vision 

and had committed themselves to make the best of that journey and to make the best 

of the opportunities that lay ahead.  

 

They were yet to become citizens of a new place. As Christians, we are already 

citizens of heaven yet we are on a journey to a new place. 

 

Here is how John describes the new place in chapter 21 of Revelation: 

 

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had 

passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming 

down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard 

a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He 

will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as 

their God. He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, 

neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have 

passed away.” And He who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things 

new.” Also He said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 
(Revelation 21v1-5) 

 

 

So, let’s review some key points about our citizenship. 

 

As Christians: 

 

1. We hold dual citizenship—in our country and in the kingdom of heaven. 

2. The Kingdom of heaven is “now” but “not yet.” 

3. We are under the eternal rule of Jesus. 

4. We have, in this journey, just a foretaste of what we will eventually come to 

experience fully. 

5. As subjects of Jesus, we are to become conformed to His likeness. 

 

 

Safely on the other shore 
   

Well, back to my passport. I guess that I could complain about my passport photo  

but it is not such a bad one this time. And Lynne and I just got ten-year passports  

so, if we’re around in 2024, I think that I’ll be happy with this photo. If we’re  

not around, then we will have already arrived safely on the other shore.  

 


