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Call to Worship 

 

(Psalms 133 and 134) 

 

These are two of the Psalms of Ascent that pilgrims sang when they went up              

to Jerusalem on the special feasts of Israel. 

 

1   Behold, how good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell in unity! 

2 It is like the precious oil on the head, running down on the beard,  

on the beard of Aaron, running down on the collar of his robes! 

3 It is like the dew of Hermon, which falls on the mountains of Zion!  

For there the LORD has commanded the blessing, life forevermore.  

 

1 Come, bless the LORD, all you servants of the LORD,  

who stand by night in the house of the LORD! 

2 Lift up your hands to the holy place and bless the LORD! 

3 May the LORD bless you from Zion, he who made heaven and earth! 
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Two letters  

 
I don’t know how much of the Bible you have covered in your own reading and 

study. I try to read through it on a cycle of two years. In the past, I would read 

through it on an annual basis but that could make it seem more like a task rather  

than an enjoyment. Sometimes, when I am on long car trips, I’ll play CDs of the Bible. 

On my recent trip to Louisville, I listened to the book of Acts. Acts was easier to 

follow than some other New Testament books because it unfolds like a story. Other 

books have more “doctrine.” “Doctrine” means “teaching” and that involves 

following logical arguments. It would have been a bit harder to pay attention 

especially as I was driving a new route through unfamiliar territory. 

 

Well, the point of this is remind us that the Bible is made up of different types of 

writings—some are teachings, some are poetry, some are what is called “wisdom 

literature,” some are prophecy and some are stories. 

 

Two Sundays ago, we covered the whole New Testament book of Philemon. That 

book is essentially a short, personal letter from the apostle Paul to a man by the name 

of Philemon. It was a letter of appeal on behalf of a slave by the name of Onesimus.  

The letter can teach us many things but it was not a document where Paul included 

intentional teaching or doctrine. 

 

I said that it would be good to look into Philemon before we started on our series in 

Colossians because many people who are mentioned in the letter to Philemon are 

also mentioned in Paul’s letter to the church in Colossae. 

 

in Philemon in Colossians Both the short, personal letter to Philemon and the 

longer letter to believers in Colossae were written 

from a prison setting. 

 

As we proceed through the book of Colossians, we 

will find Paul is teaching the Christians in Colossae 

and in Laodicea who will read his letter. He is also 

teaching us. He is warning the Christians in those 

cities and he is also providing a warning for us. He 

is encouraging the people of that time and we 

should also be encouraged in our Christian walk. 

 

In the next few weeks, we’ll be walking down that 

path where the apostle Paul teaches us, cautions us 

and encourages us. But, for today, I think that we 

need to connect with the people that surrounded 

Paul and the people with whom Paul wanted to 

connect. 

 

 

Paul Paul 

Timothy Timothy 

Philemon  

Apphia  

Archippus Archippus 

Onesimus Onesimus 

Aristarchus Aristarchus 

 Tychicus 

Epaphras Epaphras 

Mark Mark 

Demas Demas 

Luke Luke 

 Nympha 

 Justus 

Christ Christ 
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Who are these people? 

 
When you read a passage of the Bible, do you ever wonder about the people? 

We have stories, particularly in the Old Testament, that tell us a lot about the people. 

So we can develop an image in our minds about what they were like. We have an 

idea about some of the people described in the New Testament but even some of the 

apostles are just names to us. 

 

We can read the letters of Paul like the letter to Philemon and those to the churches 

where he will name people but many are just names. I don’t know about you, but if 

someone mentions the name of another person without a description, their name is 

just a word to me. If they describe the person or if I am able to actually meet the 

person, well then, it is more meaningful.    

 

in Philemon in Colossians 
For both of the letters to Philemon and to Colossae, 

it is known that the apostle was under arrest and 

probably being held in the great city of Rome. He 

had some Christian brothers and sisters in contact 

with him during the time of his arrest. He may 

have been under something like house arrest 

where he would have free access to these people. 

 

The chart of Philemon and Colossians records the 

people named and the ones that were with the 

apostle Paul are highlighted in yellow. 

 

It is important to note that the persecution of 

Christians had not yet started. There was freedom 

of movement around the Roman empire and its 

occupied regions. So Paul will instruct men to carry 

his letter to the believers in Colossae and to 

minister to them, as well as to also convey the letter 

to believers in neighbouring Laodicea. 

 

 

 

 

Paul Paul 

Timothy Timothy 

Philemon  

Apphia  

Archippus Archippus 

Onesimus Onesimus 

Aristarchus Aristarchus 

 Tychicus 

Epaphras Epaphras 

Mark Mark 

Demas Demas 

Luke Luke 

 Nympha 

 Justus 

Christ Christ 
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[HANDOUT] 

 

So, there are some things that we learn about these early Christians. 

 

1. They were prepared to suffer for the sake of representing Christ.   

 

2.  They stuck by those who were experiencing trouble even if it involved being in jail. 

 

3.  They were committed to caring for one another. 

 

4.  They felt it was important to stay in communication with one another. 

 

5. Some, if they were able, would make long, arduous and risky journeys to help and 

strengthen other believers. 

 

6. There is no appearance of denominations yet, only churches that met in people’s 

houses or in the case of Paul, where he was incarcerated. Paul’s group would have 

constituted a church. (There were some who were strong advocates for observing 

Jewish practices.) 

 

How do those qualities compare with where we are today? 

 

 

The individuals 
 

Let’s take a closer look at some of the individuals. 

 

Among all of the people mentioned here, Paul would have been the leader. He was 

an apostle and commissioned by the Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus spoke to Ananias, saying 

of Paul: “he is a chosen instrument of Mine to carry My name before the Gentiles and 

kings and the children of Israel. For I will show him how much he must suffer for the sake 

of My name.” (Acts 9v16) 

 

And indeed, Paul had suffered much physically in his gospel mission. But he would 

also suffer scorn, false accusation and great disappointment at the hands of people. 

Please keep this in mind when we delve more into the book of Colossians in the 

coming weeks. 

 

Paul could have used his apostolic authority to order Philemon to take back the 

runaway slave Onesimus, but Paul preferred to use a gentle approach and an appeal 

to do the right thing. 

 

Entire books have been written about Paul and so a great deal more could be said, but 

we will leave that for later in this series. 
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Another person named in these letters is Timothy. 

 

Paul referred to him as “his true child in the faith” (1 Timothy 1v2) but, apparently, 

Timothy grew up in a Christian home under the influence of his grandmother, Lois, 

and his mother, Eunice.  

 

I am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that dwelt first in your grandmother Lois and 

your mother Eunice and now, I am sure, dwells in you as well. (2 Timothy 1v5). 

 

Paul would have been like a spiritual father to Timothy, instructing him, nurturing 

him and helping Timothy to grow in the faith. 

 

Of all the people mentioned in this letter, only Timothy’s name occurs in the opening 

greeting along with Paul’s. All the other names are written into the closing part. This, 

to me, indicates how closely Paul and Timothy worked together like a father-and-son 

team.  

 

Again, we could draw more about Timothy from Paul’s other writings but let’s look at 

the other cast of characters who are named in chapter 4. 

 

 

Paul’s terms of reference 

 

Now, let’s consider how the apostle Paul referred to these people. It is also probably 

the way that they regarded one another. 

 

Chapter 1 — Opening Greeting 

 

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, 

2 To the saints and faithful brothers in Christ at Colossae: Grace to you and peace from 

God our Father. 

 

Chapter 4 — Final Greetings  

 

7 Tychicus will tell you all about my activities. He is a beloved brother and faithful minister 

and fellow servant in the Lord. 

8 I have sent him to you for this very purpose, that you may know how we are and that he 

may encourage your hearts, 

 

9 and with him Onesimus, our faithful and beloved brother, who is one of you. They will 

tell you of everything that has taken place here. 

 

10 Aristarchus my fellow prisoner greets you, and Mark the cousin of Barnabas (concerning 

whom you have received instructions---if he comes to you, welcome him), 
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11 and Jesus who is called Justus. These are the only men of the circumcision among my 

fellow workers for the kingdom of God, and they have been a comfort to me. 

 

12 Epaphras, who is one of you, a servant of Christ Jesus, greets you, always struggling on 

your behalf in his prayers, that you may stand mature and fully assured in all the will of 

God. 

13 For I bear him witness that he has worked hard for you and for those in Laodicea and in 

Hierapolis. 

 

14 Luke the beloved physician greets you, as does Demas. 

 

15 Give my greetings to the brothers at Laodicea, and to Nympha and the church in her 

house. 

 

16 And when this letter has been read among you, have it also read in the church of the 

Laodiceans; and see that you also read the letter from Laodicea. 

17 And say to Archippus, "See that you fulfill the ministry that you have received in the 

Lord." 

 

 

This was a mixed group of Jews and Gentiles. Aristarchus, Mark and Justus are 

spoken of as being “of the circumcision” and so they were the Jewish believers. 

The rest were Gentiles, some of whom came from that area of Asia Minor. 

 

This shows that the early church was racially and culturally integrated.  

 

Tychicus was the letter carrier. He was a trusted messenger and probably a good 

communicator. Paul refers to him as beloved brother who was faithful. He had a 

servant’s heart and would be an encourager. 

 

Onesimus was also seen as a faithful brother who served well. Remember that he was 

the runaway slave and the subject of Paul’s letter to Philemon. He was a man who 

had experienced the grace of God and who would also experience forgiveness and 

acceptance back into Philemon’s household. 

 

Aristarchus is in the same bind as Paul. For some reason, he is also in prison perhaps 

right in close contact with Paul. 

 

Paul mentions Mark. This is the same person who wrote the Gospel account about 

Jesus. Mark had left one of Paul’s mission trips prematurely and, for a time, Paul did 

not trust him or accept him. But, according to this record, Mark has proven himself 

and Paul has forgiven him and sees Mark as a person on his team.  
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A small group 
 

The number of people mentioned in this letter amounts to about the same number 

who assemble here on a regular basis. There were possibly a few women with Paul’s 

group who were wives of the men named. We don’t know for certain. 

 

But I do believe that Paul’s group constituted a church not by having a building or 

regular meeting place. They were a church because they assembled together for 

worship, prayer and fellowship.  

 

According to Paul’s words, he describes both Onesimus and Epaphras as “one of 

you.” From this, we would understand that they were from Colossae. Listen to how 

he describes Epaphras: 

 

–  he is a servant of Jesus Christ 

–  a person who prays hard for his home church 

–  a person who wants them to grow into Christian maturity with assured faith 

–  and last, he is a hard worker. 

 

It is interesting that Paul begins the description based on relationship with Jesus 

then on conversation with God, then on his desire for fellow believers and only last 

talks about hard work. Sometimes, we put in a lot of hard work and forget about the 

relationships and prayer part. 

 

On Tuesday, I was telling the deacons about an insight that I had from a seasoned 

mission specialist when I was in Louisville, Kentucky. I asked John Ewart to identify 

what he sees as the essential difference between growing churches that he visited 

overseas and the declining churches in North America. He said that the Christians 

overseas truly believe in praying and the power of prayer and the power of the Holy 

Spirit to effect change. They are also prepared to suffer for their faith. In that, their 

Christian lives reflect the life of the early church and some things that we will see in 

this letter to the Colossians. 

 

Returning to our text, we see that Paul then mentions Luke the physician and 

Demas. We know that Luke was a Gentile and a careful researcher who wrote his 

Gospel account (so we have both Mark and Luke in company with Paul at this time). 

Luke also gave us the New Testament book of Acts, the account of the Acts of the 

Apostles. It has also been described as the “Some of the Acts of Some of the Apostles” 

as well as “The Acts of the Holy Spirit.”  

 

Lastly, and certainly not least, we are told about Nympha. She is hospitable, perhaps 

even a woman of substance as she was in a position to offer her house in Colossae as 

the place for gathering and worship. 
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Pray-ers 
 

In chapter 1, verse 3, Paul writes “ We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, when we pray for you . . .” 

 

Who is the “We”? Is it just Paul and Timothy or is it the whole assembly of people 

named in this letter? I think that it is all of them. 

 

They are people of prayer who are praying for another church in spite of the 

unfortunate circumstances that surround Paul while he awaits trial in Rome. 

 
 
Conclusion 
 

I have to confess that there have been many occasions when I have read Bible 

passages and quickly skipped over the names of people mentioned. Today, we have 

focused on the names and on the personal qualities of these people. It might not 

seem like much of a sermon on the gospel or on doctrine. We will get into the 

teaching contained in Paul’s letter to the Colossians. But I think that to know people 

and what God has done and is doing in and through their lives is actually “where the 

rubber hits the road.” 

 

The apostle Paul makes it very, very clear that Jesus did not come into the world to 

set up a religious system or organizations. He didn’t come to reform governments or 

change societies. 

 

Paul would write to Timothy, his son in the faith: 

 

The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the 

world to save sinners, of whom I am the foremost. But I received mercy for this reason, 

that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display His perfect patience as an example  

to those who were to believe in Him for eternal life. (1 Timothy 1v15) 

 

Having a good understanding of the Bible and having correct biblical beliefs is very 

important. But having a correct life before God is most important. 

 

Before the Bible was even completed, these people were living in a way that marked 

them as people who had come to know the grace of God in Jesus Christ and they 

became His committed followers. 

 

Their lives are a lesson for us today. You have a chart describing how they were seen 

by Paul. Let’s see how we can apply those descriptors to ourselves in this place and at 

this time. 
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Descriptors 

(I could make an argument to include each of these descriptors based on the text of Philemon  

and on the opening and closing greetings from the letter to the Colossians.) 

 

how described in Philemon how described in Colossians 

 (Paul) father to other believers apostle (Paul) 

prisoner  

 saints 

brother / sister faithful brothers 

fellow workers hard worker 

servants fellow servant 

fellow prisoner fellow prisoner 

fellow soldier  

[they are] pray-ers [they are] pray-ers 

loving beloved 

having faith having faith (v4) 

faith sharers  

useful  

partner  

accountable accountable 

refresher encourager 

 faithful minister = equipper 

 travellers 

 communicators 

 faithful 

 Jewish believers 

 Gentile believers 

hospitable (“church in your house”) hospitable 

 

How do I (here and now) relate to these qualities that Paul used 

to describe the followers of Christ during the 1
st

 Century? 

 


