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Next Series

The offer still stands for you to suggest topics for Sunday sermons. If you have
something of interest that you want addressed through a message, please fill in
one of the slips of paper that are at the back of the sanctuary.

I’ve been praying and listening to see where we might venture after this series on
Colossians is finished. Lynne and I are excited about what is coming next.

I believe that we will benefit from a series on the “Names of God.” Each name of God
found in the Bible is like a promise of what God is and what we will find in Him. We’ll
be looking into stories of the Older Testament and some in the New Testament to see
how God identifies Himself and what it means for us each day.

For example, Jehovah-nissi–The Lord is my banner [quote] “probably refers to the
lifting up of the rod of God as a banner in this action (Exodus 17:13-16). The presence
and power of Jehovah were the banner under which the people of Israel enlisted, by
which they were animated and kept together, and therefore which they erected in the
day of their triumph” (Matthew Henry).

Our special music group is called “Lifted Up” and that relates to this image of God as
“our banner.” He is lifted up in our midst and as a result, we are lifted up in the day of
our own triumph.

Call to Worship

Psalm 118
24 This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.
25 Save us, we pray, O LORD! O LORD, we pray, give us success!
26 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD!

We bless you from the house of the LORD.
27 The LORD is God, and he has made his light to shine upon us.

Bind the festal sacrifice with cords, up to the horns of the altar!
28 You are my God, and I will give thanks to you; you are my God; I will extol you.
29 Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; for his steadfast love endures forever!
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“In the World”

Months ago, with the agreement of the Deacons, we were to have a brief time of
mission emphasis once a month during the Sunday service. I have not kept to that
but now we can include items about missions in this time we have set in our service as
“In the World.”

Mention of “missions” in Baptist and other churches used to conjure up images of
dark-skinned people in some desert or jungle setting. It had to do with something
“over there” that required a boat or plane trip.

Trends have changed. While the United States still sends the most missionaries of any
country in the world, Brazil is second in rank. Can you guess which place sends the
most missionaries per capita? It is [wait for this] Palestine, followed by Ireland, then
Malta, and Samoa.

We need to review our understanding of Western, English-speaking nations as
missionary-sending nations. In fact, the foreign mission field has come to us. More
could be said about that but let’s look at one thing that has never changed or, let’s say,
should never change.

A foundation for our understanding comes from John 3v16: For God so loved the world,
that He sent His Son. Jesus said (John 13v20) “Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever receives
the one I send receives me, and whoever receives me receives the One who sent me.”

If the Father sent the Son in love, then it seems that Jesus also sends us in love. That is
the motivation behind the mission. That should be our motivation.

There is one thing that Jesus pointed to as a distinguishing characteristic of belonging
to Him and of being His sent ones.

A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you
also are to love one another. By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you
have love for one another. (John 13v34-35)

The mission of the church is disarmed and we are destined to diminish, if our
discipleship is not infused with the love of God.

Lynne and I have a missions interest that extends beyond the boundaries of this rich
and blessed nation. But, where is the integrity if we think of supporting, sending and
even serving beyond our borders but do not model this love here at home? It is the
most basic mark of Christian discipleship and it starts within this body and within our
own community. In that sense, mission starts here. It shouldn’t stall here or end here.
Mission starts here working out of the love that we have for God and for one another.
Remember, that is Jesus’ Great Commandment—love God, love others. Doing that is a
basic qualification for carrying out an effective mission.
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Introduction

Within a few weeks, we will close on this series of messages from Paul’s letter to the
church in Colossae and the message to the church in Simcoe.

Two Sundays ago, I used the image of a glider to help illustrate the sense of having a
position “in Christ” as well as our responsibility to avoid the down draughts that
hamper soaring. Rather, we would need to take advantage of the rising thermals
keeping us up where we belong. That part is our practice.

POSITION; Where we are—PRACTICE; What we do.

If you have accepted Jesus as your Saviour:
– You are “hidden in Christ”
– Your practice should be appropriate for a follower of Christ

Last Sunday, we looked at the mutuality of relationships among believers that Paul
describes at the end of Colossians 3. Those mutual relationships were:

Wives and husbands, children and parents, slaves and masters.

Today, we’re going back to that sheet covering Colossians 3v5-17 with a particular
interest in verses 11 to 17.

But first, we need to imagine ourselves in that glider, soaring above the landscape.
As followers of Christ, we need to be better acquainted with our position in Christ.

I wonder, in a general sense, whether we might struggle in our Christian lives because
we lose sight of who we are and where we are positioned.

Paul describes us as: God's chosen ones, holy and beloved (3v12). You might feel that
description belongs to someone else. But keep in view what it says here about you.

First, God has done the choosing.
Second, the indwelling Holy Spirit means that you have been set apart (in a good way)
to be a holy and consecrated vessel.
And third, many, many, many words in the Bible affirm that God loves you personally.

Furthermore, Paul tells us about the great transfer that has taken place in your position
(Colossians 1v13-14): He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us
to the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.
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The Lord brought an image to my mind about this. I’m sure that you’ve seen pictures
of coastal oil spills. Sometimes they are in news reports and there have even been
television commercials showing the cleanup efforts. Rescuers gather up the oil-covered
birds and animals that are still alive and then, painstakingly remove the black, deadly
coating that covers them.

And what do they do next? Do they put those animals back on the same beach? No!
The rescuers put them into crates to be released in another, cleaner, safer environment.

Christ, by His sacrifice on the cross of Calvary, has rescued you from the deadly
coating of sin and, while we physically walk about in this world, we have been
transferred to a new position, as Paul tells us, our lives are “hidden in Christ.”

Now, Paul was a realist. He knew that Christians could still sin after being saved. Paul
knew the environment and opportunities that would tempt the believers in Colossae.
Times have changed, but we are in an environment and have similar opportunities
that tempt us to sin.

And so, while we have a new position in Christ, Paul warns us about our practice
while we are still on this side of heaven. Chapter 3 starts with these words:

If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is,
seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that
are on earth. For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.

I think that is why some Christians have trouble experiencing victory in their lives.
They don’t know who they are “in Christ” or don’t believe that they have been
transferred to a new position. Here in Colossians, Paul uses the past tense: you have
been delivered, you have been transferred, you have been raised.

Do you believe what Jesus has done for you? Can you accept how God now sees you?

Thankfulness

In light of all that God has done for you, what do you think your attitude should be?
What do you think the atmosphere should be in our lives? In our churches?

Pause and think about one thing for which you are thankful. [PAUSE]
Think about another thing for which you are thankful. [PAUSE]
Ok, let’s try for three . . . what is a third thing for which you are thankful? [PAUSE]

Paul started this letter to the believers in Colossae by saying:
We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you
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Paul had an attitude of thankfulness—thankfulness for so many things because he
knew clearly what God had done and saw what God was doing.

If you look at the sheet—those verses for today’s message—three times, Paul repeats
an encouragement to be thankful:

v15 And be thankful
v16 and with thankfulness in your hearts to God
v17 giving thanks to God the Father through the Lord Jesus

Do you know what I get from this? Thankfulness is a characteristic of a Christian’s life
of discipleship. So, thankfulness should also be a characteristic of life in the midst of a
congregation.

Looking at the right-hand column and the words highlighted in green.

I’m thankful that I have a “new self that is being renewed in knowledge after the image of
my Creator.” Can you, too, be thankful for that?

I’m thankful that Christ has broken down the dividing wall that could separate
believers on the basis of race, background, physical condition or status.

I’m thankful that God has chosen me. Do you see yourself as chosen by God?
I’m thankful that He is sanctifying me; that is, I am and will continue to be formed
more into the image of Jesus Christ.

I’m thankful that God loves me in spite of my shortcomings and nothing, absolutely
nothing will be able to separate me from the love of God. Can you appreciate how
much God loves you and be thankful for that?

I’m thankful that the Holy Spirit will continue to do that work of making me and
making you:

– more compassionate
– kinder
– more humble
– meeker and
– more patient

These are not signs of weakness or wimpishness. These are qualities that God, our
Father, wants to see in our character as His beloved children.

Now, these things may seem personal. Certainly, God wants us to individually and
personally “put off” certain things and “put on” other things. This is personal but not
intended just for our own person.
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“Putting on” in our corporate life

Paul transitions in verse 13 into what this means for others . . . bearing with one
another, forgiving one another. And keep in mind that here, in these verses, he is
focusing on relationships within a church—relationships between and among brothers
and sisters in Christ. It also has implications for how we engage with those outside the
church but keep in mind that he is counselling us on our Christian relationships.

Bearing with and forgiving one another

Imagine that you really messed up and offended somebody in the church. You really
“put your foot in it” and wish that you could take it back. If the person never spoke to
you again, you could even understand why. But, if that person were compassionate,
kind, humble; a meeker and more patient person, wouldn’t that bode well for you?

Because you are not perfect and sometimes may say and do things that upset others—
perhaps, on occasion, heaven forbid, you might even sin against someone—because of
that, you need something. You need that other people will bear with you and will
forgive you. If you were perfect, you wouldn’t need that.

But there is something that takes precedence over someone bearing with you and
forgiving you. What is more important is that you bear with others and forgive others.

I have no control over whether a person will forgive me. I can ask for forgiveness—and
should ask for forgiveness if I have offended someone. But extending forgiveness is up
to them. All I can control is my attitude, my readiness to forgive and my bearing with
others.

The structure in verse 13 is interesting; if one has a complaint against another, forgiving
each other. The forgiving happens in two directions. There is a mutuality in this. If
I were to complain against someone, that person might have done something to offend
me but both of us are to engage in forgiveness—“forgiving each other.”

Finding release in forgiveness

Over the years, in the church and in Christian organizations, I have experienced
unkind treatment. In a number of cases, the offending party has not come with any
apology and so, I have had to bear with the hurt. The matter of unkind treatment is
different from being sinned against. Jesus addresses this in the book of Matthew but
that is a topic for another day.
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Recently, Lynne and I were in a workshop called “Freedom Encounter.” Through
it, we gained some insight and some experience of freedom in this matter of being hurt
by others, particularly as it applies to Christian relationships. During the workshop, in
a time of prayer, we were called upon to think of those who had offended us; those we
needed to forgive. The process involved consciously “releasing those people to God’s
mercy.”

You see, the offence may have hurt me but it also hurt our Father. “Releasing” such
people to the mercy of God has helped by taking the burden of the matter from me—
from my heart and mind—and effectively placing it into the hands of God.

Lynne uses the example in her counselling practice: “Unforgiveness is like
taking poison and expecting the other person to die.” Unforgiveness is toxic for the
Christian life and toxic in the life of a church. It will hamper you in your Christian walk.
It will constrain a church from effectively moving ahead.

What did Jesus say? A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as
I have loved you, you also are to love one another. By this all people will know that you are
my disciples, if you have love for one another." (John 13v34-35)

If you have a complaint against someone, first take it to them and try to clear up the
matter. Don’t talk about it with someone else—that could be going into areas of gossip
and slander. Then, look for a way that you can forgive one another. That is what we are
expected to do.

Put on love

From verses 10 to 12, Paul has provided us with a list of things that we appropriately
should “put on” as followers of Christ. Then, in verse 14, he brings them all under one
key operating principle: And above all these put on love.

Paul had to deal with another congregation that had fallen into some really bad
practices and some bad attitudes. At the root, many in that church had a problem
with misplaced priorities and with a lack of love for one another.

We often hear these words at wedding services but they were written for a deeply
troubled church.

If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong or a
clanging cymbal. And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all
knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am
nothing. If I give away all I have, and if I deliver up my body to be burned, but have not love,
I gain nothing.
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And, as Paul continues, here is what love looks like:

Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant or rude. It does not
insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but
rejoices with the truth. Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all
things. Love never ends. (1 Corinthians 13v1-8)

In a bind

The title of this sermon is “We’re in a bind.” It has an element of double entendre.
That is, the words can have two meanings. You know that the expression can refer to
being in a troubled situation—like, “I’m in a real bind.”

If we don’t “put off” the things listed in red in the left-hand column, we can be in
“a bind” personally and as a congregation. Know that personal sin harms the individual
but also harms others as well as the life of the body of believers.

But then, look at verse 14 in the right-hand column. Paul says “put on love” which does
what? . . . It binds everything together in perfect harmony.

Let’s finish with this thought:

Each and every person
that you meet is bearing
some kind of burden.
So . . .
by compassionately and patiently
bearing with others,
you mirror the love of Christ.

After lunch, at the beginning of our Annual General Meeting, I’ll, again, read these
verses 14 to 17 from Paul’s letter to the church.


