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Call to Worship 
 

Psalm 1 

 
1 

Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, nor stands in the way of 

sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers; 

2 

but his delight is in the law of the LORD, and on his law he meditates day and night. 

3 

He is like a tree planted by streams of water that yields its fruit in its season, and its leaf 

does not wither. In all that he does, he prospers. 

4 

The wicked are not so, but are like chaff that the wind drives away. 

5 

Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the congregation of 

the righteous; 

6 

for the LORD knows the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked will perish.
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”In the World” 

 

As followers of Christ, we find ourselves “in the world” and sometimes grappling with 

issues that come up from Sunday to Sunday. 

 

God has us serving Him here until the time that He calls us home so, we must be here 

for a purpose. 

 

Jesus said that we are in the world but that He does not want us to be of the world. 

 

The apostle Paul adds that we are not to be conformed to the world but be 

transformed by the renewing of our minds (Romans 12v). 

 

Christians have different opinions and practices in many matters (for example, going 

to war or being conscientious objectors). Yet, as followers of Jesus Christ, we should be 

in agreement on some of the basics (or essentials) concerning faith and practice. 

 

This series entitled “In the World” will be 5-minute talks about some issue or news 

item that has come up prior to our Sunday worship service. While we may not be of 

the same opinion or come to the same conclusions, it will benefit us to take a look at 

matters through the lens of Scripture. 

 

When we look at matters, there is value in asking ourselves questions like these: 

 

–  What is the story here? 

–  Who is at the centre of this matter? 

–  Who are the others affected? 

–  What is essentially at stake in this matter? 

–  What does the Bible have to say about this? 

–  How am I personally affected by this? 

–  What can I personally do to influence positive outcomes? 

 

 
The focus of last week’s “In the World” was on the loss of a Christian missionary 

family; two parents and an 11-month old baby. That raised certain questions about the 

protection and care of God. Reports this week indicate that there were also 41 

members of a Christian congregation on that flight that originated in Surabaya, 

Indonesia; one quarter of the people onboard. I’m providing that as information before 

we look at another news item that came up this week. 

 

This week, the prominent news item was about the jihadist terrorist attacks in France. 

That received a lot of media coverage but I want to look at another Canadian news 

story that will probably be dropping out of our sight in a short while.  
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Dalhousie University and Restorative Justice 

 

You have probably heard about the situation at the dental college of Dalhousie 

University in Nova Scotia. Apparently, 13 male students were engaged in posting 

comments and pictures on Facebook that were derogatory (that is a nice way of 

putting it) towards female students in their program.  

 

Unlike a personal conversation, once you post something on Internet social media, you 

are essentially broadcasting it to the world. It may only go out to your social network 

but it should be no surprise if it gets disseminated farther than one intended. So these 

13 men were communicating despicable material and being very stupid to think that it 

wouldn’t blow back on them. 

 

In a short while, they were to become professionals in whom patients would trust 

critical health issues. A spokesperson for the Royal College of Dental Surgeons 

of Ontario was interviewed on CBC and “bottom line” is that the governing group 

wants the names of the 13 men. They may not seek to practice in Ontario (if they 

graduate), but the College has standards that outline its responsibility to protect the 

interests of patients going to dentists who practice in this province. I applaud the 

diligence of the College. They have standards and apparently are going to uphold 

them. 

 

But now we as Christians might wonder about matters of forgiveness and restoration. 

The University has formed a third-party task force that is being led by a highly- 

qualified female educator from the University of Ottawa. A process of restorative 

justice is being used. Four of the targeted female students are not willing to participate. 

One of the 13 offending male students will not participate. Basically, the process 

involves the victims, offenders and community members with an expectation that  

the offenders will take steps to repair the harm that they have caused. 

 

Justice in the Bible (particularly as God was directing Israel in the Older Testament) 

has a restorative component. For social crimes that were non-capital offenses, 

admission of guilt and making restitution to the victim were the path to restoration. 

 

These 13 men, in the process of “trashing” the lives of their female colleagues, 

“trashed” their own lives. Our minds could go quickly to punishment and, indeed, 

they should experience some sanctions against them because they victimized others. 

But I think that a guiding principle for Christians should be to look for what can be 

redeemed and restored from the corrupting influence of sin. God did that for me. 

 

Punishment and sanctions will come in some form but I am in favour of first seeing a 

process at work that will give the victims and the offenders and the community an 

opportunity to derive something good from a very bad situation. 

 



4 

 

Bret Maukonen, 2015 

Position and Practice 
 

There are two most basic aspects of human life. One is who a person is. The other is 

what a person does. To state it another way, and making it more personal: 

It is about my “being” and about my “doing.” 

Who I am and what I do. 

It is about your “being” and about your “doing.” 

Who you are and what you do. 

 

I don’t think that I can reduce human life to any simpler terms and yet these terms 

“being” and “doing” sum up about everything that we might want to say about a 

person. Can you think of any other way of describing what we are about as human 

beings? 

 

Who you are and what you do—two most basic aspects of human life. 

 

I want to relate this to what Paul is saying in Colossians chapter 3. 

 

You may recall, from a message I brought in the past, that we need to keep in view 

two aspects of the Christian life. One is your position in Christ. The other is your 

practice. 

 

Let’s connect them: 

 

Being is like position—who you are in Christ. 

Doing is like practice—what you do as a follower of Christ. 

 

So, last Sunday we read these verses from Colossians 3 [at top of handout]: 

 

1

 If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above,  

where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 

2

 Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth. 

3

 For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 

4

  When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. 

 

Having accepted Christ as your Saviour, your life is now hidden with Christ in God. 

That is, clearly, your position. 

 

The apostle Paul then proceeds to tell us about what should be our practice as 

followers of Jesus Christ. 

 

If you have noticed the sign outside, it says “Join faith to life.” That is what the apostle 

Paul is doing in this passage. He describes what we should believe; that is, our faith. 
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Then he describes how that should look in our day-to-day living.  

Believe and do. Faith and life. 

 

Let’s not make the mistake of thinking that Paul is talking about one thing and then 

changes the topic. No! He is telling us about who we are and has then created the basis 

for what we should “put off” and what we should “put on.” 

 

Let’s have a look at the passage of Colossians that is on your handout for today. 

Because we are dealing with so many verses and because there are those parallel 

commands to put certain things “off” and to put other things “on,” we’ve prepared a 

handout. It should make it easier to follow the teaching of Paul. 

 

[Read through Colossians 3v5-17 using the handout.] 

 

Put off 
 

Exactly what might have been going on in the church of Colossae—we don’t know. 

From chapter 2, we see that there were pressures from different philosophies about 

how to approach God. Certainly, the followers of Christ were living in a setting that 

could have had a corrupting influence, just like we ourselves encounter today in our 

own society. 

 

But, here in chapter 3, Paul lists some behaviours and attitudes that could apply to  

any culture or location or time period. They could apply to either gender. They could 

apply to anyone regardless of background, education or social status. 

 

It’s a list that makes for less-than-pleasant reading: 

 

–  every kind of immoral sexual relation 

–  a lurid imagination, what we might describe as “a filthy mind” 

–  sexual excesses 

–  self-serving, rapacious lust 

–  a desire to possess even more than what is needed 

–  a growing, inner anger 

–  an anger that boils over into a quick temper 

–  a malignant attitude that plans evil and rejoices in other people’s misery 

–  hurtful speech that defames another's character 

–  foul, obscene, abusive speech 

 

My, isn’t this pleasant! 

 

What does Paul recommend? Does he say, “Try not to do these things anymore.” “Try to 

clean up your act.” “Perhaps you might want to consider . . .” 
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No! He says to “Put them to death! Slay them! Execute them!” 

 

He doesn’t just recommend or suggest. With the strongest possible insistence—in a 

commanding tone—Paul says “Put then away!” “Don’t get messed up with things like 

that.” God’s judgement is harsh when it comes to those behaviours and attitudes. 

 

What is Paul’s basis for insisting on this? Does he want to reform a society or a church 

or a handful of people? Does he want to simply make things cleaner or more 

palatable? Proper Christian behaviour can have a reforming influence and it can make 

things more pleasant but that is not the basis for Paul’s insistence about these things. 

 

Remember how we started this message a few minutes ago?  

We have a position in Christ: For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in 

God. . . and Paul also writes . . . When Christ who is your life . . .” 

 

 

Being “in Christ” 
 

We have a position in Christ. That position should be reflected in our practice. 

 

In writing to another church, Paul said (2 Corinthians 5v17): 

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.  

The old has passed away; behold, the new has come. 

 

Realistically, we will not be free from temptations to sin while we are occupying this 

body of flesh. We’ll see images on television and even on magazine racks that will put 

thoughts into our heads that we know are not wholesome. We will have occasional 

outbursts of anger and improper attitudes. Realistically, we will not be perfect on this 

side of heaven and that is why Paul told the Colossians to put off certain behaviours. 

His words should still speak to us today about our own lives. 

 

But if we are indeed “in Christ” that is to guide and shape our lives. 

 

If I was a policeman or a lawyer, I should be mindful of obeying the law. 

If I was a doctor or a dentist, I would be mindful of practicing in sanitary conditions. 

Lynne, as a counselor and as a coach, is mindful of client confidentiality. 

As pastors, we are mindful of and governed by standards of conduct in terms of 

morality, ethics, pastoral care and confidentiality. 

 

So, as brothers and sisters of Christ and, as children of a Holy God, what should we be 

mindful of? 

 

You see, Paul is not trying to reform the people by this instruction. He is reminding 

them of their relationship with Christ. In verse 12, he reminds them that God has 
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chosen them and sanctified them (made them His saints) and loves them. That is 

compelling reason to behave differently and different from other people in the world. 

 

Last week, the sermon title was “Our aim is to aim high” and that is because we have a 

high calling as born-again children of God. 

 

I joked that I might have entitled the message, “Aim high or else you may shoot yourself 

in the foot.” That applies to today’s message. The danger of not keeping in your sights 

the high calling to which you have been called is the danger of falling into those things 

that you are supposed to put off. If that happens, it is like shooting yourself in the foot. 

If your aim is low, it may lead to self-inflicted injury. 

 

 

Put on 
 

We’ve spent some considerable time looking at what we are to put off. Equally 

important is what we are to put on. 

 

In verse 10, we see that we have already put on the new self. It’s wonderful when we 

interact with people and someone offers, “There is something different about you.” Or, as 

it occasionally happens, someone will say, “I just had the feeling that you are a Christian.” 

 

Paul makes the point that with the new self, old distinctions that separated people 

have been done away with. That is what he means when he starts that series about 

“not Greek or Jew” and so on. In Christ, natural characteristics like gender, race, 

nationality and other distinctions are not of any consideration.   

 

He then says something like, “This is what I would hope to see . . .” 

 

–  tenderness of heart 

–  mellow and without harshness 

–  no self-exaltation 

–  strength of character that is under control 

–  long-suffering even in the face of insult or injury 

–  bear with one another 

–  forgive one another 

–  above all, put on love; genuine care and concern for others 

 

Imagine having all of these qualities as your personal qualities. These are what Paul 

had told us to put on.  
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The Christian is more than a reformed person. The Christian is a person who has been 

delivered from darkness and transferred to the kingdom of Jesus. The Christian is a 

person who has been transformed by the Holy Spirit and is continuing in a Holy Spirit 

empowered transformation to become more like Jesus. 

 

While God has placed us in a new position, we are called to be personally involved in 

this transformation through obedience. That is through the practice of “putting off” 

and “putting on” as Paul has described.  

 

You should practice what your position dictates. 

 

Let me use something to illustrate this point. I can’t fly an aircraft; I’m a sailor. But I am 

very interested in the quieter types of air travel—hot air ballooning and glider flying. 

Let’s look at glider flying. 

 

Sitting in his glider, the pilot is lifted into the air by a tow plane and gets to a high 

position and is then released. He has forward momentum and would descend but is 

able to stay aloft by using up draughts of air thermals. He would have to avoid bad 

turbulence and possible down drafts if he is going to have a good flight. 

 

That is an image of those aspects of Position and Practice. God has lifted us aloft.  

Our position is like being in the air in the glider and our practice is fly in a way to 

avoid the bad turbulence while looking for those good thermals that will keep us 

soaring aloft.  

 

Position—“in Christ.” Practice—“Put Off” and “Put On.” 

 

 

 


