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Call to Worship 
 
Psalm 65 
 
1 Praise is due to you, O God, in Zion, and to you shall vows be performed. 
2 O you who hear prayer, to you shall all flesh come. 
3 When iniquities prevail against me, you atone for our transgressions. 
4 Blessed is the one you choose and bring near, to dwell in your courts! We shall be satisfied 

with the goodness of your house, the holiness of your temple! 
5 By awesome deeds you answer us with righteousness, O God of our salvation, the hope of 

all the ends of the earth and of the farthest seas; 
6 the one who by his strength established the mountains, being girded with might; 
7 who stills the roaring of the seas, the roaring of their waves, the tumult of the peoples, 
8 so that those who dwell at the ends of the earth are in awe at your signs. You make the 

going out of the morning and the evening to shout for joy. 
9 You visit the earth and water it; you greatly enrich it; the river of God is full of water; you 

provide their grain, for so you have prepared it. 
10 You water its furrows abundantly, settling its ridges, softening it with showers, and 

blessing its growth. 
11 You crown the year with your bounty; your wagon tracks overflow with abundance. 
12 The pastures of the wilderness overflow, the hills gird themselves with joy, 
13  the meadows clothe themselves with flocks, the valleys deck themselves with grain, 
they shout and sing together for joy.
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In the World  
 
There was a report on the news this past week about a sad but glad event in nearby 

London. 

 

Early one morning, a man found an 8-month-old baby boy outside of his house. He 

called 911 and while waiting for the emergency personnel, he cradled the infant to 

himself trying to warm him up. Fortunately, the weather was not as cold as in the 

previous month. The baby boy had been outside for about 4 hours and that would 

have been deadly a week earlier. 

 

As it turns out, the baby was deposited on the sidewalk and the mother drove off 

under the influence of drugs. The father of the baby was in a nearby house, passed out 

under the influence of alcohol. 

 

It is a sad reminder that although people can have babies, there is more that is required 

to be a good parent. 

 

Given the circumstances of the case, I believe that God provided protection. The 

rescuer was a neighbour who was up at an early hour and happened to be “at the right 

place at the right time.” 

 

The negligent parents have been charged by police and that is fitting. It seems in the 

best interests of that child that he doesn’t again come under the care of that couple. 

 

This story is about parents who selfishly neglect and put at risk the life of their child. 

 

Our Sunday message might seem like an equally harsh situation. It is about a parent 

who was asked to put to death his only child. 

 

That is the connection between this week’s news story and the Bible account that we’ll 

read this morning from Genesis 22. 

 



3 

 

Bret Maukonen, 2015 

Preface to the Bible reading 

 

Imagine that you received a newspaper, say the Simcoe Reformer or the Port Dover 

Maple Leaf or the Hamilton Spectator—one of those—and the day’s headline read: Man 

Kills Own Son. How would you react? 

 

Sure, in the news reports, we hear about people being murdered. Perhaps there is too 

much of that bad news. But a report about a father killing his own son would seem 

both tragic and curious. 

 

We start reading the article and these words come out: Police investigators reported that 

Smith confessed saying, “God told me to kill my son.” We would probably see that as 

bizarre. Obviously, this man, Smith, is going to have a psych evaluation and his lawyer 

will argue that there is some mental incompetence. 

 

Let’s read an account from the life of Abraham in Genesis 22.  

 

1 
After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here am I.” 

2 
He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him 

there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you.” 

3 
So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and 

his son Isaac. And he cut the wood for the burnt offering and arose and went to the place of which God 

had told him. 

4 
On the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw the place from afar. 

5 
Then Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; I and the boy will go over there and 

worship and come again to you.” 

6 
And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son. And he took in his hand the 

fire and the knife. So they went both of them together. 

7 
And Isaac said to his father Abraham, “My father!” And he said, “Here am I, my son.” He said, “Behold, the 

fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” 

8 
Abraham said, “God will provide for himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” So they went both of 

them together. 

9 
When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built the altar there and laid the wood 

in order and bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 

10 
Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to slaughter his son. 

11 
But the angel of the LORD called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here 

am I.” 

12 
He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him, for now I know that you fear God, seeing 

you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.” 

13 
And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him was a ram, caught in a thicket by his 

horns. And Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. 

14 
So Abraham called the name of that place, “The LORD will provide”; as it is said to this day, “On the 

mount of the LORD it shall be provided.” 

15 
And the angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven 

16 
and said, “By myself I have sworn, declares the LORD, because you have done this and have not withheld 

your son, your only son, 

17 
I will surely bless you, and I will surely multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is 

on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of his enemies, 

18 
and in your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, because you have obeyed my voice.” 

19 
So Abraham returned to his young men, and they arose and went together to Beersheba. And Abraham 

lived at Beersheba. 
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Our current difficulty 

 

If we are familiar with this story about Abraham and Isaac, we face two difficulties in 

approaching it once again this morning. 

 

One difficulty is that we already know how the story ends and so we may well lose 

sight of the magnitude of faith and the magnitude of the danger as the events unfold. 

 

The second difficulty is that we have also, unfortunately, been influenced by the 

pattern of television and movie entertainment in our culture. It dulls us to suspense 

and to unfortunate and unwanted outcomes. What I mean is that our viewing of 

television programs and movies conditions us to expect that everything will be all right 

once the story plays out. Sure the characters in TV episodes face some crisis, but by the 

top of the hour, the crisis will be met and solved; the bad guys will be put away and 

the hero is still the hero, standing to fight yet another battle. 

 

Familiarity with this story of Abraham and Isaac as well as familiarity with standard 

entertainment storylines can work against us in appreciating what is to be heard from 

this account. 

 

 

Sacrificing the promise 

 

Abraham and Sarah gave birth to a “miracle baby.” Isaac is a miracle because he came 

from a promise of God to this couple that they would have a son—they would have a 

son at an age well beyond when it seemed at all possible. 

 

Given a natural course of life, Isaac shouldn’t have been born. He represents both a 

promise of God and a provision of God. And then, in the second verse of Genesis 22, 

God told Abraham that this precious son—this only hope for future generations of 

Abraham’s line—was to be sacrificed. 

 

We know the story and the rest of the Bible and know that God would never do that. 

But, if you look at the peoples who had surrounded Abraham, sacrificing their 

children to their gods was not unheard of. Later, in the book of Psalms (106v37-38),  

we read this: They sacrificed their sons and their daughters to the demons; 

they poured out innocent blood, the blood of their sons and daughters, whom they 

sacrificed to the idols of Canaan, and the land was polluted with blood.   

 

Canaan was the land in which Abraham had settled and perhaps this practice of 

human sacrifice was happening in his time. Remember that, in the time of Abraham, 

the wickedness in some cities was so great that God had caused their destruction. 
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What was Abraham learning? Was he growing to accept the practices of the people 

who surrounded him? Then, a word came from God to sacrifice his son. That might 

have to fit in with what he saw being done by others. You know, today, some 

Christians rationalize their own practices by looking at the world around them and 

saying, “Well, everybody is doing it.” Was Abraham so inclined? 

 

I believe that Abraham saw God Most High to be different than the gods being 

worshipped by the people who surrounded him. Although Abraham knew God, when 

this word came to sacrifice Isaac, I don’t think that he was just playing along knowing 

that there would be any last minute reprieve for his son. 

 

 

He was being tested 
 

We read in verse 1 that God was testing him. But, Abraham didn’t know what we 

know. He didn’t have verse one to read as we do and he didn’t know what the 

instructions of God would lead to.  

 

When I was teaching in college, the students always wanted to know about the 

assignments and tests. They hated the tests and would rather do assignments. They 

wanted to know what was on the tests. I didn’t give them the test questions in 

advance but I would give some general guidelines about what I felt was important 

material to study and know. They also knew the date and time of the test. They knew 

the rules for taking the test and they knew the outcome if they missed sitting for the 

test.  

 

I tried to calm their anxieties by saying that preparing for and taking a test is simply a 

learning opportunity. I also told them that when they got out into the world of work, 

their everyday performance would be a type of test. 

 

As Christians, our everyday performance is also a kind of test. I don’t think that God’s 

primary focus is to cook up tests for each of us each and every day. But we do move 

into situations and we do have circumstances come our way that call for us to make 

decisions about our priorities, our values and our faith. Those are our everyday tests. 

 

And, yes, there will be particular situations that God puts in our way. These come like 

tests. The tests are like learning opportunities—we can learn about ourselves and we 

can learn about God through life’s trials and tests.  

 

David expressed himself to God in this way in Psalm 17 (v3-5): 

You have tried my heart, You have visited me by night, You have tested me, and You will 

find nothing; I have purposed that my mouth will not transgress. . . . My steps have held fast 

to Your paths; my feet have not slipped. 
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In the New Testament, James writes (1v2-6): 

Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, for you know that the 

testing of your faith produces steadfastness. And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you 

may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing. If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask 

God, who gives generously to all without reproach, and it will be given him. But let him ask 

in faith, with no doubting, for the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea that is driven and 

tossed by the wind. 

 

Well, in the account we have read, Abraham’s faith was being put to the test. He was 

being asked to put the very substance of the promise of God on the altar. He was being 

asked to put to death what would be the very last hope of what God had promised 

him. 

 
 
Isaac—only son and only hope 
 

It is interesting to read here the words of God to Abraham: “Take your son, your only 

son Isaac, whom you love . . .  

 

We know that Abraham had another son, Ishmael. The account of Ishmael and Hagar, 

his mother, being sent away occurs in the preceding chapter, Genesis 21. 

 

Why would God say, “your only son”? I think, that even though God had protected 

Hagar and Ishmael, Isaac was the true son of promise. In God’s view, everything about 

His promise to Abraham rested on the line that would come through this one son. 

 

Anyway, as we read, Abraham took a knife and a fire pot and placed a bundle of wood 

upon the back of his son, Isaac. Both ascended the mountain and I believe, as Abraham 

climbed, he was running through his mind how to prepare Isaac for the sacrifice just 

as he had prepared animals for sacrifice to God. 

 

Yes, faith was being tested but there was something else that was being tested. Let’s 

put ourselves in Abraham’s place. Do we hold onto the promise more than we hold 

onto the One who made the promise. Do we love the blessings more than the One 

who is the actual Blessor? Faith was being tested but I also see Abraham having to 

make a choice between Isaac, the son whom he loved, and obedience to God. 

 

One principle of sound Bible study is to let Scripture explain Scripture. So, in the  

New Testament book of Hebrews we have this explanation of what was happening: 

By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the 

promises was in the act of offering up his only son, of whom it was said, “Through Isaac shall 

your offspring be named.” He considered that God was able even to raise him from the 

dead, from which, figuratively speaking, he did receive him back.  (Hebrews 11v17-19) 
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As I understand this passage, Abraham had a resurrection faith. Even if he  

had plunged the knife into Isaac and life had flowed out, as Hebrews 11 states:  

He considered that God was able even to raise him from the dead, from which, figuratively 

speaking, he did receive him back. 

 

Going to an earlier chapter in Genesis, we can recall the story of God taking Abram 

outside to view the clear night sky filled with an uncountable number of stars. When 

God made the promise, Abram “believed the LORD, and he counted it to him as 

righteousness” (Genesis 15v6). In other words, God saw Abram as a man of proper faith. 

 

Here, in today’s Bible account, we see Abraham trusting God and obeying. You know, 

we use the expression “faith” a lot in our Christian lives. In the Old Testament, the 

expression “faith” is likely to be read as “trust and obey.” Trust in God and obey Him. 

That is a description of faith. And further into this situation that Abraham and Isaac 

faced, Abraham had a resurrection faith that, as he was willing to put his most loved 

son on the altar in trust and obedience, God had the power to turn things around. 

 

I don’t know how old Isaac was, but he was old enough to be perceptive. He asks,  

“My father! “Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” 

Abraham said, “God will provide for Himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.”  

So they went both of them together. 

 

It appears that the son had trust in his father. 

 

Twice here, a lamb [ha-seh = ַה  .is mentioned as the object of the sacrifice [ הֶּׂ֖ ש

What did God provide? A ram [ha-a-yil = ָאה  got caught in a thicket and became [ ִהיֶּׂ֖ 

the object of sacrifice. 

 

Ok, please hold onto that. Abraham and Isaac did not get what they spoke about and 

what they might have expected. 

 

Comparing the sacrifices 
 

Let’s compare this story from Genesis 22 with our salvation story. We’ll see some 

similarities and some differences. Even in the differences, there is some real 

significance. 
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Abraham had a son God, the Father, had a Son 

He loved the “only” son He loved the only son 

Abraham placed a burden of wood on the son’s 
back 

Jesus carried his wooden cross to Calvary 

Isaac ascended Mount Moriah to be sacrificed 
[Mt. Moriah is placed within Jerusalem] 

Jesus ascended Mount Calvary (Golgotha) outside 
of Jerusalem to be sacrificed 

Isaac had trust in his father Jesus had trust in His Father 

Isaac was spared thinking a lamb would be 
sacrificed 

Jesus was actually sacrificed 

The lamb never came John speaking of Jesus, said,  “Behold, the lamb of 
God” 

Abraham would continue to make many sacrifices 
after this event; the people of Israel would need 
to make many animal sacrifices 

Jesus, the Crucified One, is the perfect and 
complete sacrifice 

The account of Genesis 22 took place around 
2000 years before Christ 

Are the similarities in these two accounts 
“coincidental”? 

 

There are striking similarities and contrasts between the account of the near sacrifice  

of Isaac and the actual sacrifice of Jesus Christ. Yet, in both cases, God, the Father is the 

provider. 

 

Abraham regards God as “Jehovah Jireh,” the One who will provide. 

 
Testify when God provides 

 

Now, here is what I get from all of this. God provided His only beloved Son for my 

salvation . . . “For God so loved that He gave His only Son” 

What could have been more precious to Him that He would give to me? 

 

God provided His only beloved Son for your salvation. What could have been more 

precious to Him that He would give to you? 

 

Then, when it comes to providing other things in life, do we still see God as a willing 

and able provider?  

 

Flowing from His greatest gift, Lynne and I have seen God provide what was needed 

in His time and in His way.  

 

Pause and look for His provision. When and where you see it, be ready to give thanks 

and be ready to testify that this is something that God has provided. This will prove 

the reality of His relationship with you as a loving heavenly Father and Provider. 

 

It can be a powerful testimony for you to share as God proves Himself to be your 

Provider—Jehovah Jireh. 


