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Call to Worship 
 

Revelation 22v6-21 

 

6

 And he said to me, "These words are trustworthy and true. And the Lord, the God of the 

spirits of the prophets, has sent his angel to show his servants what must soon take 

place." 

7

 "And behold, I am coming soon. Blessed is the one who keeps the words of the prophecy 

of this book." 

8

 I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. And when I heard and saw them, I 

fell down to worship at the feet of the angel who showed them to me, 9 but he said to 

me, "You must not do that! I am a fellow servant with you and your brothers the 

prophets, and with those who keep the words of this book. Worship God." 

10

 And he said to me, "Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this book, for the time is 

near. 
11

 Let the evildoer still do evil, and the filthy still be filthy, and the righteous still do 

right, and the holy still be holy." 

12

 "Behold, I am coming soon, bringing my recompense with me, to repay each one for what 

he has done. 
13

 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and 

the end." 

14

 Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they may have the right to the tree of life 

and that they may enter the city by the gates. 
15

 Outside are the dogs and sorcerers and 

the sexually immoral and murderers and idolaters, and everyone who loves and practices 

falsehood. 

16

 "I, Jesus, have sent my angel to testify to you about these things for the churches. I am the 

root and the descendant of David, the bright morning star." 

17

 The Spirit and the Bride say, "Come." And let the one who hears say, "Come." And let the 

one who is thirsty come; let the one who desires take the water of life without price. 

18

 I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone adds to 

them, God will add to him the plagues described in this book, 
19

 and if anyone takes 

away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God will take away his share in the 

tree of life and in the holy city, which are described in this book. 

20

 He who testifies to these things says, "Surely I am coming soon." Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! 

21

 The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all. Amen.
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”In the World” 

 

As followers of Christ, we find ourselves “in the world” and sometimes grappling with 

issues that come up from Sunday to Sunday. 

 

God has us serving Him here until the time that He calls us home so, we must be here 

for a purpose. 

 

Jesus said that we are in the world but that He does not want us to be of the world. 

 

The apostle Paul adds that we are not to be conformed to the world but be 

transformed by the renewing of our minds (Romans 12v). 

 

Christians have different opinions and practices in many matters (for example, going 

to war or being conscientious objectors). Yet, as followers of Jesus Christ, we should be 

in agreement on some of the basics (or essentials) concerning faith and practice. 

 

This series entitled “In the World” will be 5-minute talks about some issue or news 

item that has come up prior to our Sunday worship service. While we may not be of 

the same opinion or come to the same conclusions, it will benefit us to take a look at 

matters through the lens of Scripture. 

 

When we look at matters, there is value in asking ourselves questions like these: 

 

–  What is the story here? 

–  Who is at the centre of this matter? 

–  Who are the others affected? 

–  What is essentially at stake in this matter? 

–  What does the Bible have to say about this? 

–  How am I personally affected by this? 

–  What can I personally do to influence positive outcomes? 
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Last Sunday, RC raised the matter of praying about the AirAsia flight that went 

missing enroute to Singapore. Given what I had heard in the news, it was difficult to 

pray that the people would be safe. All I could pray for was that the plane would be 

found and there would be some closure for the family and friends of those onboard 

and that the hearts of many would turn towards God in these circumstances. Later, I 

read on a Christian news service that there was a Christian missionary family onboard.  

 

 
(Christian Post) A young Korean family of Christian missionaries was among passengers on 
board AirAsia flight QZ8501 when it crashed on Sunday. 
 
Park Seong-beom, 37, his wife, Lee Kyung-hwa, and their 11-month-old daughter, Park 
Yuna, relocated to Indonesia in September where they had been doing missionary work. 
They were teaching Korean and computer skills in the town of Malang, in the East Java 
province and were traveling to Singapore to renew their visas but sadly met their fatal end. 
 

 

I am a bit surprised by the language in this report from a Christian organization (“met 
their fatal end”). I guess it is easier than saying they “passed from this life on earth.” 

 

Wreckage has been found in the sea and all onboard are now presumed to have been 

lost. 

 

I don’t know how much you have struggled with the matter of the trials that come 

into the life of a Christian. I have . . . quite a bit. We have all of the promises that God 

will take care of us but we also know that statement of Jesus “For he makes his sun rise 

on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust” (Matthew 5v45). 

 

There is a larger context for that statement but we know that those who love God are 

not always protected from physical hardships and trials. 

 

Many families will be grieving the loss of loved ones on that flight. There will also be 

some Christians who will have special struggles asking God why He allowed this to 

happen to a family whose lives were devoted to special missionary service. 

 

Personally, we have known three missionaries who have been targeted and killed 

overseas. It never gets easier to receive the news. It never gets easier to find a ready 

answer. It only compels us to hold fast to our faith in a God who loves us and allows 

things to happen that hold some good that He sees—good that we might miss. 
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Scripture Passage 
 

(Colossians 3) 

 

1

 If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above,  

where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 

2

 Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth. 

3

 For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 

4

  When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.  

 

The Christian walk 

 

I was going to title this sermon, “Aim high or else you may shoot yourself in the foot.” 

That title might better apply to next week’s message so you’ll have to wait to see what 

I mean by that expression. 

 

Today, the title for the message is “Our aim is to aim high.” But before we get into the 

first four verses of Colossians chapter 3, let’s review some key features of the first two 

chapters of Colossians that we covered last Fall before entering the Advent season. 

This is almost like the television programs that show brief scenes from previous 

episodes so that they provide a context for the new episode that you are about the 

view. 

 

Colossians 1 

 

Remember, the apostle Paul is in prison, probably in the great city of Rome and he is 

writing to a congregation of believers in the city of Colossae. He has received good 

reports about them from Epaphras, a person who may well have been a pastor of the 

congregation. 

 

One thing Paul assures them of is that “He [God] has delivered us from the domain of 

darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have 

redemption, the forgiveness of sins.’ (Colossians 1v13) 

 

Do you accept that, as a follower of Jesus Christ, you too have been “transferred  

to the kingdom of his beloved Son”? That speaks about your position in Christ. 

 

Another thing that we hear about Jesus is: 

 

15

 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation.  
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The presence of God with the people of Israel had been in the glory centred on the 

Holy of Holies in the heart of the Tabernacle. They had also seen the pillar of cloud by 

day and the pillar of fire by night. But with the coming of Jesus, it was now God in the 

flesh. John, in his gospel account, tells us that “And the Word [Jesus] became flesh and 

dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of 

grace and truth.” (John1v14) 

 

Imagine being beside the Jordon River and seeing Jesus emerging from the waters. 

You would be seeing God in the flesh! 

 

16

 For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether 

thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and for 

him.  

 

This places God, the Son, in the very act of creation of the universe. 

 

17

 And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together.  

 

Some may see Jesus starting with His birth in a Bethlehem stable and with the frailty of 

a newborn. But He is the beginning and sustainer of all things.  

 

18

 And he is the head of the body, the church.  

 

I wonder how many churches really function with Christ as the literal and actual head 

of the body. Sometimes, He is relegated to “Observer” status. 

 

He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent.  

 

And as we are faced with our own physical vulnerabilities, let’s remember that we 

have a Lord and Saviour who has defeated death and the grave! 

 

19

 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell,  

 

Not half man—half God but somehow, in God’s economy, fully God—fully human. 

 

20

 and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making 

peace by the blood of his cross. (Colossians 1v15-20) 

 

Reconciliation and peace come only through the necessary sacrifice of Jesus on the 

cross and by His shed blood. Something that we will focus on again in our service of 

Communion. 
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Then as we moved into Colossians 2, Paul spoke about: 

 

[our] full assurance of understanding and the knowledge of God's mystery, which is Christ,  

 in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. (Colossians 2v2-3) 

 

While it is a commendable endeavour to learn more about God and to become more 

like Jesus Christ, we will never be able to plumb the depths of understanding or mine 

all of the treasures that are in Christ. There is God, so much above our understanding. 

He is unlimited. We are limited. Yet, in spite of the great disparity, He invites us into 

relationship with Him. 

 

I find it to be a sad and even tragic moment when a person tries to sit in judgement of 

God or depreciates the value of Jesus Christ. Bible study and engaging in theological 

studies are very worthwhile endeavours. We benefit from learning more about God 

and His ways. But we must keep in view that God is the One who judges our activities 

and our ways—not we judging His.  

 

Paul then encourages Christians with these words: 

 

Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him, rooted and built up  

in Him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving.   

(Colossians 2v6-7)  

 

If I have surrendered my life to Jesus, then He is my Lord. My daily living should 

reflect His presence. My ways should reflect His ways. Being built up in Him is the 

path to becoming a mature Christian. 

 

Then we have to look at verse 12 of the second chapter of Colossians because it will 

lead into our passage for this Sunday. 

 

. . . having been buried with Him in baptism, in which you were also raised with  

Him through faith in the powerful working of God, who raised Him from the dead.  

(Colossians 2v12)  

 

Here is the symbolism of believer’s baptism. When you made a decision to be baptized, 

your going under the water represented your death to your former life. Your being 

raised represented your joining with the resurrected Jesus to a new life in Him. 
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Well, we have reviewed some important teaching that the apostle Paul provides about 

who we are in our position in Jesus Christ. Now, we will look at those first four verses 

at the opening of Colossians chapter 3. Let’s read them again: 

 

1

 If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above,  

where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 

2

 Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth. 

3

 For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 

4

 When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory.  

  

The language that the apostle uses here in four verses has three verb tenses—past, 

present and future. These tell us about our past, present and future in Christ. 

 

Past Tense 

 

If then you have been raised with Christ 

 

Paul has just finished telling us in chapter 2: 

. . . having been buried with Him in baptism, in which you were also raised with Him 

through faith 

 

So, is that your faith? Have you been buried with Him in baptism? 

Have you been, by your faith, raised with Him? 

I know that I have. Lynne can testify to the same.  

Then it is a done, accomplished thing! 

 

Here is what has happened: For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 

With these words, the stage is being set for what Paul will say in the following portion 

of Colossians chapter 2. We’ll look at that next week. It is about what we, as followers 

of Christ, should “put off” and “put on.” 

 

But, here, we should understand that our lives are seen by God as being “in Christ” 

under the blood of the cross and safeguarded by Christ’s righteousness. 

 

Present Tense 

 

Paul then tells us what to do now: seek the things that are above 

 

Christians (and I include myself) can become so mired and bogged down in the 

mundane things of this life on earth. Yes, we have to give attention to our everyday 

needs but a preoccupation with life here hampers our view of our life hidden in Christ. 

 

If you have accepted Him as your Saviour and Lord, you now belong to Him. 

He has power to empower your living and He has resources to supply your needs. 
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Problem is that we try to do it all on our own and fail to cling to Him. 

 

Paul tells us that Christ is seated at the right hand of God. 

Somehow, in a way that I don’t fully understand, my life is held by Christ in that place. 

So, you see, my aim should be to aim high. Our aim should be to aim high. 

 

Again, we are told to NOW: seek the things that are above . . . to set your minds on things 

that are above, not on things that are on earth. 

 

That doesn’t mean that we don’t pay attention when we’re driving or cooking or 

taking care of the kids. We have to pay attention to what we are doing in the present 

moment.  

 

For the Christian, what it means is that our terms of reference or, to use another 

analogy, the lens through which we view things, has both an eternal perspective and a  

God-directed view. 

 

Jesus told His followers: “do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or what you 

will drink, nor about your body, what you will put on. Rather, we are to: “seek first the 

Kingdom of God” (Matthew 6v25 & 33) 

 

Perhaps it seems easier to say this than to do this. Where do we start? 

I would say that the more we talk with God and listen to God, the more our attention 

will turn to where Jesus Christ is seated—our attention will turn to kingdom values. 

 

You know, we often formalize prayer in the church. Prayer is simply conversation 

with a loving heavenly Father. I want to show respect but I also want to have the same 

type of conversations that I enjoyed with my natural parents. 

 

Talking with God is one way of seeking His kingdom and His mission purposes. 

 

Going back to a phrase that we saw earlier: your life is hidden with Christ in God. 

It is—present tense, NOW—hidden with God. 

 

I feel sorry for Christians who don’t have assurance of their position in Christ and their 

standing with God. Here is some assurance that Paul provides: 

 

For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things 

to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 

separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 8v38-39) 

 

That is not the only place that I find assurance of my salvation, but it is a good picture 

of how firmly God has fixed His love upon me. Nothing can shake it loose. 
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So, now, here is the future tense of this passage. 

 

Future Tense 

 

When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory.  

 

Is Christ your life? He will appear again. That is what our Call to Worship in 

Revelation 22 presented. 

 

“Behold, I am coming soon, bringing my recompense with me, to repay each one for what 

he has done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the 

end."  (Revelation 22v12) 

 

And again, words of assurance. When He appears, I will appear with Him. 

 

We may talk about life, death and the hereafter.  

 

There is no need for a person to be uncertain about his past, future or present. 

 

The past has been dealt with by Jesus’ own sacrifice and you have been raised. 

 

The future is securely held by Christ and is hidden in Him.  

 

It is in the present that we are called to “aim high.” That is why we are called to: 

“seek the things that are above” and “set your minds on things that are above.” 

 

That is why I suggest that “Our aim is to aim high.” 

 

Next Sunday, we’ll look at some of the everyday things that we need to “put off” and 

“put on” but, for now: 

 

1. Let’s thank God for what He has done for you by sending Christ to be your 

Saviour. 

 

2. Make sure that there is no barrier like unconfessed sin that might hamper a healthy 

relationship and conversation with God. 

 

3. Talk with Him about what He has as your mission purpose here and now. 

 

4. LIVE! knowing that, with the resurrected Christ, eternal life has already begun. 

 

 

 


