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Call to Worship 
 
Revelation 19 

 
6 

Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like the roar of many 

waters and like the sound of mighty peals of thunder, crying out, “Hallelujah! For the Lord 

our God the Almighty reigns. 

7 

Let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, 

and his Bride has made herself ready; 

8 

it was granted her to clothe herself with fine linen, bright and pure”---for the fine linen is 

the righteous deeds of the saints. 

9 

And the angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage 

supper of the Lamb.” And he said to me, “These are the true words of God.” 

10 

Then I fell down at his feet to worship him, but he said to me, “You must not do that! I 

am a fellow servant with you and your brothers who hold to the testimony of Jesus. 

Worship God.” For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy. 

 

 

1 

When Abram was ninety-nine years old the LORD וה ָ֜  appeared to Abram and said to ָ֜ יה

him, “I am God Almighty אֵ֣ ל ַַּׁ֔שדַּה ; walk before me, and be blameless, 

2 

that I may make my covenant between me and you, and may multiply you greatly.” 

3 

Then Abram fell on his face. And God said to him, 

4 

“Behold, my covenant is with you, and you shall be the father of a multitude of nations. 

5 

No longer shall your name be called Abram, but your name shall be Abraham, for I have 

made you the father of a multitude of nations. 

6 

I will make you exceedingly fruitful, and I will make you into nations, and kings shall 

come from you. 

7 

And I will establish my covenant between me and you and your offspring after you 

throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your 

offspring after you. 

8 

And I will give to you and to your offspring after you the land of your sojournings, all the 

land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession, and I will be their God.”  ~yihla 
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A rock so big . . . 
 
Atheists—you know, people who don’t believe in the existence of God or, who deny 

the existence of God—will sometimes pose a challenging question. It goes like this, “If 

God is so powerful, can he create a rock so big that he cannot lift it?” 

 

This question is representative of the type of paradox that an atheist might use in an 

attempt to prove that God cannot exist. The thinking is like this. “God is supposed to be 

omnipotent or all-powerful. If He is omnipotent, then He can create a rock so big that He 

can’t pick it up. If He cannot make a rock that big, then He is not omnipotent. If He can 

make a rock so big He can’t pick it up, then He isn’t omnipotent either.” In different  

ways, the skeptic is arguing that God cannot do something. Therefore, God is not 

omnipotent. And then their conclusion is that God does not exist.  

 

It is a confusing, circular argument. In some ways it might seem logical but it ignores 

some crucial information. What the skeptic’s argument ignores is that God’s 

omnipotence—His “all-powerfulness”—is not something independent of His whole 

nature. His omnipotence—His might—is part of His nature. A theologian has 

described God as “the God of divine perfections.” Then, if God is perfect in power, his 

power operates in keeping with all of His perfections and is consistent with His nature. 

 

We have a hymn of the church, “Holy, Holy, Holy.” One of the verses has these words: 

Only Thou art holy; there is none beside Thee, Perfect in power, in love, and purity. 

And that names only four of God’s divine perfections–holiness, power, love, purity. 

 

Is there something that He cannot do? Well, one example of something that God 

cannot do is lie because that would be in violation of His own nature. Another 

example that comes from James 1v13: Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am being 

tempted by God,” for God cannot be tempted with evil, and He Himself tempts no one.   

 

Back to that big rock . . . If God is greater than His creation, it is illogical for God to 

make something that is bigger than Himself. Since, by His nature, He is the biggest 

“thing” in existence and because He created all things, He cannot then violate His own 

nature by making a rock that is larger than Himself. Besides that, a rock, by definition, 

is an object of fixed size and not infinitely big. 

 

Arguments like this sometimes give me a headache. I didn’t want to give you a 

headache or put you to sleep by starting this way. I just want to lead into our thinking 

about God being all powerful and one of His names—”El Shaddai,” God Almighty. 

 

First, let’s take a quick look at where we have been so far in this series. 
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The Bible opens in Genesis with the expression, “In the beginning God . . .” 

 

And that identifier of God is His standard, general name. “Elohim.” 

 

Then, in Genesis 14, Abram is seen returning from a campaign to free his nephew, Lot, 

from captivity. Out to meet him in the Valley of Kings is the Priest-King of Salem, 

Melchizedek. The “King of Righteousness” is somewhat of a mystery character. He 

greets Abram in the name of “God Most High”—“El Elyon.” 

 

Then in Genesis 16, Hagar, an Egyptian woman, is seen to be forced out into the 

wilderness and an angel-messenger of God gives her some assurance of God’s care 

and promise. Hagar describes God as “El Roi”—”the God who sees.” 

 

In these three instances, the writer of the Genesis account, Melchizedek, Abram and 

Hagar—these people attribute names to God. This is not, in any way, inappropriate. 

 

What is different about our reading from Genesis 17 is that this is the first instance in 

this book when God describes Himself by a name and that name is “El Shaddai”—

“God Almighty” or “God, Most Powerful.” 

 

Earlier, Abram and Sarai messed up by taking the promise of God and trying in their 

power to make it so. Abram would, indeed, become the father of multitudes as great as 

the number of stars he could see in the night sky. But that would be accomplished by 

God’s power in God’s time.  

 

Sarai is well beyond the age of child-bearing. Abram is older still. They had put the 

servant girl, Hagar, into play as the mother of Abram’s child and it simply did not 

work out. In Genesis 17, Gods revisits Abram—now 99 years of age—and says, “I have 

made you a promise and this is how it is going to be.” 

 

God identifies Himself in terms of His unsurpassed power (“God Almighty”). 

He directs Abram to live properly and blamelessly. It’s important to see that Abram is 

learning about God. He didn’t have a Bible or detailed instruction about morality.  

He had come from a culture and had travelled through lands with many gods. 

Abram needs to learn what is proper morality from this God Most High, this God 

Almighty. 

 

We hold a tremendous advantage over Abram in having the Bible and Jesus Christ as 

special revelations that can guide us in our faith and behaviour. 
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The covenant agreement 
 

Then, God makes, by His own initiative, a covenant with Abram. “Covenant” is 

mentioned four times in these eight verses. It is an important concept. In those times, 

covenants were made in many cultures. They were agreements between two people  

or groups of people. 

 

Covenants are still part of our Christian community. Some denominations and 

churches make covenants. Probably the most familiar type is a “Covenant of 

Membership.” This is spoken when a person joins a congregation and promises to 

behave in a certain way as a member and the existing members promise to behave in a 

certain way towards one another and towards the new member. 

 

As a Christian, I consider this to be an important process. Unfortunately, some people 

treat it just like a ritual and don’t do their best to uphold their part in the covenant.  

There are consequences for that. 

 

Another covenant that we make is in marriage between a man and a woman—a 

Christian marriage covenant. Lynne and I will tell you that the agreement or covenant 

that we made on May 28, 1977 has been the most foundational thing that has kept us, 

in difficult times, from bailing out on our marriage. We made a covenant before God 

“til death do us part.” At times, she might want to have strangled me but I remind her 

of our covenant agreement and that murder is an exclusion in the contract! 

 

I believe that God views a covenant with great seriousness. We should be very careful 

when we pledge something in a covenant with one another that we do our part in 

holding faithful to our word. In Galatians 3v15, the Apostle Paul says: To give a human 

example, brothers: even with a man-made covenant, no one annuls it or adds to it once it 

has been ratified. 

 

The expressions of God’s covenants begin as early as Genesis 6 and when He makes a 

covenant, God swears by Himself and is absolutely faithful to uphold it. 

 

In a short while, in our service of Communion, we will be reminded of the words of 

Jesus when He took the cup of wine as a symbol and said, “This is the new covenant in 

my blood.” That should indicate to us the serious nature of covenants made by God.  

 

Well, anybody can make a covenant agreement. You don’t have to be powerful or rich 

with resources. But God made this agreement with Abram in the context of being “All 

Mighty.” He says it and He is the only one who can bring it to pass. 

 



5 

 

Bret Maukonen, 2015 

If God Almighty were to make a promise to you, would you believe Him? Would you 

consider that He has the power to bring it to pass? 

 

For me, it is almost in the pattern: “God said it. He can do it. I believe it.” 

 

What does Abram do? He prostrates himself face to the ground. He humbles himself. 

He submits. He worships. 

 

There will be a covenant sign for the people of Israel—it will be the sign of 

circumcision. God also changes Abram’s name.  If God said that He wanted to change 

my name, I wouldn’t argue. 

 

Abram now becomes Abraham which means that he will become “the father of a 

multitude of nations.” The child of promise will, indeed, come through Sarah and it  

will be a miracle in her advanced age. 

 

Who else can perform this and uphold an eternal covenant except God Almighty? 

 

 

The name “Almighty” — El Shaddai 
 

This identity of God as the “All Mighty One” comes up often in the book of Job. 

Although Job appears 18 books deep into the Older Testament, it is considered to be 

one of the oldest books of the Bible and so, this view of God (El Shaddai) as “All 

Mighty” has long been established. Job was a man who lost everything even to the 

point of losing hope. And then, God, the All Mighty One, preserved him and restored 

Job’s life to a situation of great blessing. 

 

The power of God can be a terrifying thing but for those who belong to Him, His 

power is also connected with His promises and with His provision. 

 

The other place that we see the image of God as All Mighty, is in the book of 

Revelation in the end times, when He will change everything we know now into 

something new. We heard one passage in our Call to Worship (Revelation 19v6). 

 
Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like the roar of many waters 

and like the sound of mighty peals of thunder, crying out, “Hallelujah! For the Lord our 

God the Almighty reigns.” 

 
We have to realize that from the beginning of human history to the consummation, it 

is God Almighty who reigns. The privilege that you and I have today is to call Him 

“Lord, our God.” As mighty as He is, He is most approachable. 
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I’m pretty sure that all of us have, at some time, had the experience of something 

falling short of our expectations. What I mean is that some product or service is not 

what the supplier or manufacturer promised it would be. So we take our complaint 

back to the company. I think my attitude has been shaped by my own experience as a 

retail manager. Anyways, one time I was on the phone trying to get some resolution of 

a problem with a cell phone plan and the agent at the other end was “stonewalling” 

me. He was saying, “There is nothing that I can do about it.” This went on for a while. 

Then, probably in exasperation, I said, “Well, let me speak to someone who can do 

something about it!” 

 

You know, in life, we have to go through so many layers of administration or have to 

go through so many steps in an attempt to get things done. At some point, we might 

hit a wall when someone tells us that they can’t do anything about it. 

 

Well, by the sacrifice of Jesus, we have full access to the One who is at “the very top.” 

One who has all the power and resources at His disposal to accomplish His purposes. 

 

The God of Abraham is our God. The God who identified Himself as “El Shaddai” with 

a promise of provision and the power to accomplish it is the same God who beckons 

us to turn to Him and trust Him. 

 

God involved Abraham and Sarah in His unfolding plan. Yes, He involves people  

in what He is doing. The thing that we need to see and need to show other people  

is the reality of God acting in our lives today. It’s important to have a clear testimony 

to share that “This is something God has done.” 

 

He has already done something significant for us in lifting the burden of sin and guilt 

through the sacrifice of Jesus upon the cross. No amount of human effort could have 

accomplished that. 

 

People don’t need religion. They don’t need the church. What they need is to 

experience that personal relationship with God. They need to take hold of His 

promises and provision brought through power that is His alone because He is  

“El Shaddai—God Almighty.”  
 


