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Title: One Perfect Life: John’s disciples meet Jesus No. 201808 

Venue: Tyrrell Baptist Church 

Date: March 4, 2018 

Scripture: Based on “One Perfect Life” – Ch. 26  John 1v35-51 

Call to Worship: John 1v29-34 

Main Idea: Disciples transfer to Jesus and are transformed 

(All Scripture is from the English Standard Version unless otherwise indicated) 
 

 
Call to Worship 
 
John 1v29-34 
 
Our Call to Worship is the account that we examined last Sunday. It happened immediately after  
John was questioned about who he was and when he denied being the Anointed One of God. 
 
 

29 The next day he [John] saw Jesus coming toward him, and said,  
“Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! 

30 This is He of whom I said,  
‘After me comes a man who ranks before me, because He was before me.’ 

31 I myself did not know Him, but for this purpose I came baptizing with water,  
that He might be revealed to Israel.” 

32 And John bore witness: “I saw the Spirit descend from heaven like a dove,  
and it remained on Him. 

33 I myself did not know Him, but He who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on 
whom you see the Spirit descend and remain, this is he who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 

34 And I have seen and have borne witness that this is the Son of God.”  
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John 1 (The Voice) 

35-36 The day after, John saw Him again as he was visiting with two of his disciples. As Jesus walked by, 
he announced again: 
 

John the Baptist: Do you see Him? This man is the Lamb of God, God’s sacrifice to cleanse our sins. 
37 At that moment, the two disciples began to follow Jesus, 38-39 who turned back to them, saying: 
 

Jesus: What is it that you want? 
 

Two Disciples: We’d like to know where You are staying. Teacher, may we remain at Your side today? 
 

Jesus: Come and see. Follow Me, and we will camp together. 
 

It was about four o’clock in the afternoon when they met Jesus. They came and saw where He was 
staying, but they got more than they imagined. They remained with Him the rest of the day and 
followed Him for the rest of their lives. 40-41 One of these new disciples, Andrew, rushed to find his 
brother Simon and tell him they had found the One who is promised, God’s Anointed who will heal the 
world. 42 As Andrew approached with Simon, Jesus looked into him. 
 

Jesus: Your name is Simon, and your father is called John. But from this day forward you will be known 
as Peter,[f] the rock. 
 

43-44 The next day Jesus set out to go into Galilee; and when He came upon Philip, He invited him to 
join them. 
 

Jesus: Follow Me. 
 

Philip, like Andrew and Peter, came from a town called Bethsaida; and he decided to make the journey 
with Him. 45 Philip found Nathanael, a friend, and burst in with excitement: 
 

Philip: We have found the One. Moses wrote about Him in the Law, all the prophets spoke of the day 
when He would come, and now He is here—His name is Jesus, son of Joseph the carpenter; and He 
comes from Nazareth. 
 

Nathanael: 46 How can anything good come from a place like Nazareth? 
 

Philip: Come with me, and see for yourself. 
 

47 As Philip and Nathanael approached, Jesus saw Nathanael and spoke to those standing around Him. 
Jesus: Look closely, and you will see an Israelite who is a truth-teller. 
 

Nathanael (overhearing Jesus): 48 How would You know this about me? We have never met. 
 

Jesus: I have been watching you before Philip invited you here. Earlier in the day, you were enjoying 
the shade and fruit of the fig tree. I saw you then. 
 

Nathanael: 49 Teacher, You are the One—God’s own Son and Israel’s King. 
 

Jesus: 50 Nathanael, if all it takes for you to believe is My telling you I saw you under the fig tree, 
then what you will see later will astound you. 51 I tell you the truth: before our journey is complete, 
you will see the heavens standing open while heavenly messengers ascend and descend, swirling 
around the Son of Man.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+1&version=VOICE#fen-VOICE-25312f
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John 1v35-51 (English Standard Version) 

 
 

35 The next day again John was standing with two of his disciples, 
36 and he looked at Jesus as He walked by and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God!” 
37 The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. 
38 Jesus turned and saw them following and said to them, “What are you seeking?”  

And they said to Him, “Rabbi” (which means Teacher), “where are you staying?” 
39 He said to them, “Come and you will see.” So they came and saw where He was staying, and 

they stayed with him that day, for it was about the tenth hour. 
40 One of the two who heard John speak and followed Jesus was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 
41 He first found his own brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the Messiah”  

(which means Christ). 
42 He brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, “So you are Simon the son of John?  

You shall be called Cephas” (which means Peter). 
 
Jesus Calls Philip and Nathanael  
 
43 The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” 
44 Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 
45 Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him of whom Moses in the Law and 

also the prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 
46 Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?”  

Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 
47 Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward Him and said of him,  

“Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom there is no deceit!” 
48 Nathanael said to Him, “How do you know me?”  

Jesus answered him, “Before Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw you.” 
49 Nathanael answered him, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” 
50 Jesus answered him, “Because I said to you, ‘I saw you under the fig tree,’ do you believe?  

You will see greater things than these.” 
51 And He said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, you will see heaven opened, and the angels of 

God ascending and descending on the Son of Man.”  
 

 
 

In purple, the ways that Jesus  
is identified in this passage: 
 

– the Lamb of God 
– the Messiah (Christ) 
– Jesus of Nazareth 
– son of Joseph 
– Rabbi (Teacher) 
– Son of God 
– King of Israel 
– Son of Msan 

 

 

Notice the repeated use by John of words 
referring to hearing and seeing. 
 
Also, in 1 John 1v1: 
 

That which was from the beginning, which 
we have heard, which we have seen with 
our eyes, which we looked upon and have 
touched with our hands, concerning the 
word of life . . . 
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What is it that you want? 
 
Last Sunday, I presented the question, “Who are you?” as the lens through which we could look  
at how my identity and your identity have the best description in terms of a relationship with the 
Lord Jesus. 
 
Today, as I read the passage from The Voice, Jesus is shown asking the question “What is it that you 
want?” The version that you have in your hands poses the question as “What are you seeking?” 
 
That’s a critical question even as it stands alone and apart from what Jesus spoke that day. 
 
What a person is seeking can largely determine where a person focuses attention. 
 
If all a person is looking to grow wealthy, he probably won’t find Jesus. 
If all a person is looking to be famous, she probably won’t find Jesus. 
If all person is looking for gratification and “the good life,” he probably won’t find Jesus. 
 
It’s only in failing to be fully satisfied with any of these pursuits that a person can come to see that 
there must be more. 
 
“What is it that you want?” “What are you seeking?” that’s the way that the question was framed for 
two disciples of John as they literally followed the footsteps of Jesus on that day. 
 
“What is it that you want?”   It is a significant question regardless of the time or place.  
                                               It is a significant question with eternal consequences. 
 
What were they seeking? 
 
John the baptizer had pointed to Jesus and pronounced Him to be the Lamb of God. 
 
“Lamb of God”—it sounds nice when we have images of an adorable, soft, white lamb. 
 
But that was not the image that would have come to mind for the disciples of John. The lamb of 
God was a lamb destined for sacrifice. The soft, white coat would be slit and stained with the 
deep red flow of blood. 
 
What, then, was so compelling about Jesus that those disciples would seek to follow Him? 
 
Andrew was one of the two disciples of John the baptizer first mentioned in this passage. It is 
thought that the second man was John, the writer of this Gospel account. Both men spend the 
day with Jesus. 
 
See what then happens. Andrew runs off to find his brother, Simon. 
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What news does he bear? “Simon, Simon, we have found the Messiah—the Christ.” 
 
So, we see Andrew, a man who had a spiritual interest as a disciple of John, find what he had 
been looking for and he hastily shares that with a family member—with his brother Simon—who 
we will come to know as the Apostle Peter. 
 
What happens then? Jesus acknowledges Simon and draws him to Himself with the 
pronouncement of a name change. 
 
The next day Jesus finds Philip and beckons him by saying, “Follow Me.” 
 
Then Philip finds a friend by the name of Nathanael. It is thought that Nathanael is the same 
person as the disciple Bartholomew named as one of the twelve apostles. 
 
What does Philip tell his hometown friend? “We have found the One spoken of by Moses and the 
prophets.” 
 
What do you think these men had been seeking? It is revealled in those words: “We have found 
the One . . .” 
 
When Philip identifies the Promised One as coming from Nazareth, it becomes something of a 
problem for Nathanael. He’s a bit of a skeptic. “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” 
Maybe he was thinking, “If he’s from a small town like Nazareth, he couldn’t be the Messiah!” 
 
But Philip persists and encourages Nathanael, “Come and see.”  
 
Then there is an interesting exchange between Jesus and Nathanael. Jesus acknowledges seeing 
the man even before Philip brought news. “How do you know me?” asks Nathanael. 
 
Now, the reference to sitting under a fig tree is interesting. We might picture someone sitting in 
the shade of a tree. But the fig tree has religious significance for a person of that time and place. 
 
The fig tree was associated with abundance. Gathering figs was an expression found in later 
sources that meant studying the word of God. While we typically picture an apple tree in the 
Garden of Eden, Jews conceive of the tree of knowledge as being a fig tree. 
 
What Nathanael envisioned in this exchange with Jesus, I do not know. But obviously he was 
moved to exclaim, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” 
 
So, what do we see in this passage? 
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1.  We see the followers of John become the followers of Jesus. 
 
This is a redirection of attention and a redirection of devotion and it has application in our time. 
 
John was doing what God gave him to do and he was commended by Jesus (Luke 7v28): 
 

“I tell you, among those born of women none is greater than John. Yet the one who is least in the 
kingdom of God is greater than he.” 
 
But John was not the Saviour and so it was best that his disciples begin following Jesus. 
 
Probably, none of us were disciples of a man or woman before becoming followers of Jesus.  
Still, what I have seen and heard is that Christians give more attention and conversation to 
denomination, to church, and even to pastors than they do to Jesus. 
 
Denominations and churches and pastors are only to be servants of Jesus. These things will all 
pass away. So, keep your focus on following Jesus. He is foremost. 
 
 
2.  We see a man sharing Jesus with a family member 
 
In some ways, it might be hardest to share Jesus with relatives, especially with immediate family. 
Nonetheless, they are our immediate network of relationships And as Andrew cared about his 
brother, Simon, so we should care about our relatives and their relationship with Jesus. 
 
 
3.  We see Jesus reaching out to a man 
 
Sometimes, there is little occasion for people to speak about Jesus. The opportunity is just not 
there. Yet, God reveals Himself through Scripture and Christian literature and there have been 
cases when Jesus has appeared in dreams. This is happening in a significant way among Moslems 
in our time. God enjoins us to be involved in evangelism but He can do it on His own. 
 
Just as Jesus called Philip to follow Him, there may be direct calls of God on a person’s life. 
 
 
4.  We see a man appeal to a man who may well be his neighbour 
 
Philip is excited to tell Nathanael but he was a bit of a skeptic. So, he was not all that ready to 
believe. Still, Jesus broke down that barrier and Nathanael became and enthusiastic follower. 
 
 



Page 7 of 8 

 

Bret Maukonen – 2018 
 

5.  We see that as people came into relationship with Jesus, they came into a new relationship 
     with one another 
 
Jesus gathered people with different interests and different attitudes—as He still does—and He 
made them into a community of His followers. 
 
Initially, His approach was to Jewish men. That would be most appropriate in the culture and 
time. Some three years later, these men would become leaders of the new church in Jerusalem. 
 
They did not always get along with one another but, as they (except for one man) were all 
devoted to one Master, they learned the importance of working together and the command  
that Jesus left that they should love one another. 
 
There were many occasions and events that would both challenge them and yet affirm that it was 
Jesus who they had been seeking. 
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Jacob's Dream  
 
10 Jacob left Beersheba and went toward Haran. 
11 And he came to a certain place and stayed there that night, because the sun had set. Taking 

one of the stones of the place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place to sleep. 
12 And he dreamed, and behold, there was a ladder set up on the earth, and the top of it reached 

to heaven. And behold, the angels of God were ascending and descending on it! 
13 And behold, the LORD stood above it and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your 

father and the God of Isaac. The land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring. 
14 Your offspring shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and 

to the east and to the north and to the south, and in you and your offspring shall all the 
families of the earth be blessed. 

15 Behold, I am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land. 
For I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you." 

16 Then Jacob awoke from his sleep and said, "Surely the LORD is in this place, and I did not 
know it." 

17 And he was afraid and said, "How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of 
God, and this is the gate of heaven."  

 
 
 
Messiah 
 
John 1 
41 He first found his own brother Simon and said to him, "We have found the Messiah" (which 

means Christ). 
 
John 4 
25 The woman said to him, "I know that Messiah is coming (he who is called Christ). When he 

comes, he will tell us all things."   
 
 

 

 


