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Scripture: Based on “One Perfect Life” – Ch. 25  John 1v19-34 
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Main Idea: I belong to Christ and my identity is bound together with Him. 

(All Scripture is from the English Standard Version unless otherwise indicated) 
 

 
Call to Worship 
 
Malachi 4v1-6 (The Voice) The Great Day of the LORD 

 
 Eternal One: For behold the day of burning will come, smoldering like a furnace. The arrogant 

and the evil will be set ablaze like the worthless chaff of grain. Neither roots nor branch will 
remain. I, the Eternal, Commander of heavenly armies, promise this. 2 But for you, the ones 
who tremble at the sound of My name, a warm sun of righteousness will come forth with 
healing in its rays, and you will go out, springing from the stalls like calves in open 
pasture. 3 Then you will trample the criminal; your feet will make them ash on the day I am 
preparing. I, the Eternal, Commander of heavenly armies, promise this. 

4 Remember the instructions which Moses, My faithful servant, received from Me 
at Mount Horeb and gave to all Israel. Remember its statutes and judgments. 

5 Keep watch. I am sending Elijah the prophet to you before the arrival of the great and 
terrible day of the Eternal One, 6 and he will return parents’ hearts to their children and 
children’s hearts to their parents, or else I will come and strike the land of promise with a 
curse of annihilation. 
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John 1v19-34 
 
The Testimony of John the Baptist  
 

19 And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask 
him, “Who are you?” 

20 He confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, “I am not the Christ.” 
21 And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.”  

“Are you the Prophet?” And he answered, “No.” 
22 So they said to him, “Who are you? We need to give an answer to those who sent us.  

What do you say about yourself?” 
23 He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the 

Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.” 
24 (Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) 
25 They asked him, “Then why are you baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the 

Prophet?” 
26 John answered them, “I baptize with water, but among you stands one you do not know, 
27 even He who comes after me, the strap of whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.” 
28 These things took place in Bethany across the Jordan, where John was baptizing. 
 
Behold, the Lamb of God  
 

29 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who 
takes away the sin of the world! 

30 This is He of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks before me, because He was 
before me.’ 

31 I myself did not know him, but for this purpose I came baptizing with water, that he might be 
revealed to Israel.” 

32 And John bore witness: “I saw the Spirit descend from heaven like a dove, and it remained on 
him. 

33 I myself did not know him, but he who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on 
whom you see the Spirit descend and remain, this is he who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 

34 And I have seen and have borne witness that this is the Son of God.”   
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Who are you? 
 
Hi! I’m Bret. Who are you? 
 
Normally, in our culture, we don’t ask someone who he or she is. We introduce ourselves first 
and expect the other person to return the courtesy of sharing his or her name. Right? 
 
But the question, “Who are you?” will be the focus for this morning’s message. 
 
You know, there are many ways that you could identify yourself. 
 
You could give your name and your place of residence. You could add your position in work and 
the company you work for. 
 
For example, at one time in my life, I would have answered, “I’m Bret Maukonen. I’m the Project 
Manager with the Niagara Marine Secretariat at Niagara College.”  
 
But that description has changed except for my name being the same. 
 
People who have business cards identify themselves by name, position, credentials, company,  
e-mail address, phone number. 
 
You could identify yourself by your relationship with other people. For example: 
 

“I’m the son of . . .”   or  “the daughter of . . .” 
“I’m the brother of . . .”  or  “the sister of . . .” 
“I’m the husband of . . .”  or  “wife of . . .” 
“I’m the father of . . .”  or  “mother of . . .” 

 
 
For today’s passage, we’ll be looking at John 1v19-34 and that question, “Who are you?” was  
asked of John the Baptist. 
 
The Gospel of John—the disciple of Jesus (a different John than the one spoken of in this 
account)—gives us this setting: 
 

19 And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask 
him, “Who are you?” 

 
Now, you don’t normally identify yourself by saying who you are not but here are the words of 
John the Baptist:  
 

20 He confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, “I am not the Christ.” 
 
It would take a long time to tell people who you are not but there must have been some 
speculation about John. 
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Imagine the Pharisees in the heights of the temple precincts in Jerusalem sending their 
investigative team down to the banks of the Jordon River to see what this commotion is about. 
 
John is an outstanding character. His dress was unusual. His diet was extreme. Seeing John 
evoked images of the prophets of old.  
 
Perhaps there are comments murmured in the crowd: “Could this be the Messiah?” “This man is 
anointed by God but is this the promised Anointed One?” 
 
And John emphatically confesses that he is not the Christ—not the Anointed One.” 
 
“Then, if you are not he, who are you?” The question comes with speculation. 
 
21 And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.”  

“Are you the Prophet?” And he answered, “No.” 
 
In our Call to Worship, you heard these words from the Prophet Malachi (4v5): 
 
5 Keep watch. I am sending Elijah the prophet to you before the arrival of the great and terrible day  
of the Eternal One . . . 
 
Malachi is the closing book of the Old Testament. These are closing words of the Scriptures  
before the 400 years of the silence of God. Closing words that say, “I am sending Elijah . . .” and  
so they ask John “Are you then the prophet Elijah?” 
 
In that meeting, John had opportunities to elevate his identity. But in pure honesty, he does not 
lay any claim to fame. 
 

22 So they said to him, “Who are you? We need to give an answer to those who sent us.  
What do you say about yourself?” 

23 He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the 
Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.” 

 
John—the Gospel writer—adds this parenthetical statement: 
 
24 (Now they [the investigative team] had been sent from the Pharisees.) 
 

25 They asked him, “Then why are you baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the 
Prophet?” 

 
Good question: “Why are you baptizing?” 
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John had been baptizing people calling them to repentance and for the confession of their sins. 
But as this passage shows, John did not get bogged down in explaining his activities. What he 
says about himself only amounts to four words in our English translation: 
 
26 John answered them, “I baptize with water,  
 
Then, he immediately shifts focus on to the Coming One: 
  
26 John answered them, “I baptize with water, but among you stands one you do not know, 
27 even He who comes after me, the strap of whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.” 
 
It seems that John was not really concerned about answering the question: “Who are you?”   
But he does show readiness to speak and make a statement about “Who is He who comes after me.” 
 
The Gospel writer somewhat closes off this section with these words: 
 

28 These things took place in Bethany across the Jordan, where John was baptizing. 
 
But then, we see John furthering his testimony about the Coming One. On one day, the priests and 
Levites had come down from Jerusalem to question John. Then, 
 
29 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said,  

“Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! 
30 This is He of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks before me,  

because He was before me.’ 
31 I myself did not know him, but for this purpose I came baptizing with water,  

that He might be revealed to Israel.” 
 
You see, John ties his own activities and purpose with his testimony about Jesus. 
 
Essentially, John is saying, “It’s not about me. It’s about Him.”  
 
32 And John bore witness: “I saw the Spirit descend from heaven like a dove, and it remained on 

him. 
33 I myself did not know Him, but He who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on 

whom you see the Spirit descend and remain, this is He who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 
34 And I have seen and have borne witness that this is the Son of God.” 
 
John is saying, “It’s not about me. It’s about Him.”  
 
So, that is the story. That is the drama covering those two days. 
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What do we learn? What is the teaching here?  
 
Well, John was the forerunner of Jesus as God had revealed through the Old Testament. 
1.  So, what God promises, He brings to fulfillment. 
 
In that, God does not do things capriciously. He doesn’t act whimsically. 
2.  God has a plan and will give us timely insights as He unfolds that plan.  
 
3. The third teaching here is directly from the words of John the Baptizer: 
 
“Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!” 
 
John was pointing to the Saviour sent by God. 
 
4. John gives us a fourth point. 
 
And I have seen and have borne witness that this is the Son of God.” 
 
John calls Jesus the “Lamb of God” and the “Son of God.” 
 
In all of his ministry, John said that he was not worthy but he pointed to the One who is  
worthy of honour and glory. 
 
So back to the question that was asked of John at the beginning: “Who are you?”  
And we see that John chose to define himself by the One whom He served. 
 
John—I’ll speak in the present tense—John gets his identity from the One whom he serves. 
 
And this is something that we need to keep in view for ourselves and to live out. 
 
If I were to ask you, “Who are you?” how much of your thinking and response would reflect your 
relationship with God through Jesus Christ?  
 
How do you see yourself? 
 
Let me give you an example.  
 
“Hi! I’m Bret. I’m married to Lynne. We live in Simcoe. We are co-pastors with Tyrrell Baptist Church. 
I’m a Christian. I’m a second-generation Canadian. My background is Finnish and Ukranian.” 
 
And I could go on and on describing myself with different labels. 
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But here’s the thing about all of those possible descriptions answering the question “Who are you?”  
They all end with my obituary. Yes, those descriptions may linger on in the memory of family and 
friends but the labels and descriptions end with a printed record and some pictures. 
 
Now, I know that sounds dismal but here is where my identity and your identity are best described. 
 
My identity is secured “in Christ”—the Lamb of God; the Son of God. I belong to Him. 
 
Can you say that about your identity? 
 
You see, it is being “in Christ” that my identity and your identity have an eternal description. 
 
Here are some words from the Apostle Paul taken from Romans 6: 
 
8   Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 
9   We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again;  
     death no longer has dominion over him. 
10  For the death He [Lamb of God] died He died to sin, once for all,  
     but the life He lives He lives to God. 
11  So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.  
 
23  For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
Through this life and beyond this natural life my eternal life and identity are bound together with Jesus. 
 
If someone were to ask me, “Who are you?” my first utterance would probably not be that I belong  
to Christ. But belonging to Christ should be the deep awareness that you and I carry around with us 
every day. 
 
I belong to Christ and my identity is bound together with Him. 
 
It should be my first thought as I awake in the morning and the last thought as I close my eyes at night. 
It should permeate my thinking and affect my activities throughout the day. 
 
Is that how you feel about it? 

 
 
 
 


