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Title: They Were Amazed – Simeon: Realizing No. 201430 

Venue: Tyrrell Baptist Church 

Date: December 21, 2014 

Scripture: Luke 2v22-40 

Call to Worship: Isaiah 49v5-7 

Main Idea: Realizing that this is the Messiah 

All Scripture is from the New American Standard Version unless otherwise indicated 

 

   

Luke 2 

22  And when the days for their purification according to the law of Moses were 

completed, they brought Him up to Jerusalem to present Him to the Lord  23  (as it is 

written in the Law of the Lord, “Every [first-born] male that opens the womb shall be 

called holy to the Lord”),  24  and to offer a sacrifice according to what was said in the 

Law of the Lord, “A pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.”  25  And behold, there 

was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; and this man was righteous and devout, 

looking for the consolation of Israel; and the Holy Spirit was upon him.  26  And it had 

been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen 

the Lord's Christ.  27  And he came in the Spirit into the temple; and when the parents 

brought in the child Jesus, to carry out for Him the custom of the Law,  28  then he took 

Him into his arms, and blessed God, and said,  29  “Now Lord, Thou dost let Thy bond-

servant depart In peace, according to Thy word;  30  For my eyes have seen Thy salvation,  

31  Which Thou hast prepared in the presence of all peoples,  32  A light of revelation to 

the Gentiles, And the glory of Thy people Israel.”  33  And His father and mother were 

amazed at the things which were being said about Him.  34  And Simeon blessed them, 

and said to Mary His mother, “Behold, this [Child] is appointed for the fall and rise of 

many in Israel, and for a sign to be opposed--  35  and a sword will pierce even your own 

soul-- to the end that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.” 36  And there was a 

prophetess, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was advanced in 

years, having lived with a husband seven years after her marriage,  37  and then as a 

widow to the age of eighty-four. And she never left the temple, serving night and day with 

fastings and prayers.  38  And at that very moment she came up and [began] giving thanks 

to God, and continued to speak of Him to all those who were looking for the redemption 

of Jerusalem.  
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Monologue 
 

Please pardon me. I didn’t recognize you at first. 

My eyesight has been failing with the passing years. 

I am content though and am ready to be gathered to my fathers. 

 

It seemed like a long, long lifetime of waiting and, on occasion, I didn’t know that  

I would ever see the day.  

 

I have enjoyed my time of service in the temple. 

I had been involved in fulfilling many of the ceremonial requirements for our people but 

nothing like that had ever happened to me. I have to admit . . . I was amazed. 

 

You know that, as Jews, we are to look forward to the coming of the Messiah as foretold 

by the prophets.  After all, it was the promise of God according to His word.   

But who would expect that God’s anointed would appear in that way and at that time? 

 

To be honest with you, many of the rabbis had secretly given up hope of seeing the 

Messiah in their lifetime.  

There had been 400 years of struggle and spiritual decay in our nation.  

We asked, “When will God again favour us with His presence?” 

 

There had been much speculation and opinion, but really,  

it was a matter for God alone to decide.   

Then there came this simple couple.  

The man’s name was Joseph and the mother was called Mary. 

The baby boy was her first child. 

She was presenting her son, Jesus, at the temple with the offering of five shekels and,  

for her own purification, the two doves intended for sacrifice. 

I held the baby and, in that simple act,  

I felt that all my hopes and expectations were being realized. 

 

I really don’t know what came over me. 

I spoke, and yet the words were something more than my own thoughts.   

My failing eyes had finally seen the salvation of God. 

That child was to be a LIGHT OF REVELATION TO THE GENTILES and the glory of our 

people of Israel.  

 

God is our Saviour.  In that instant, the meaning of that became clear to me. 

I have waited . . . I admit . . . sometimes with doubts. 

Yet I know for certain that God is faithful and will satisfy the needs of those who fear Him.  

I have seen His salvation and I am content. 
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Introduction 
 

What is the most common fear of childhood?  

 

Wouldn’t you agree that it is the fear of the dark? 

 

We tell children that in the dark, there is nothing to fear. Parents will encourage  

a child by saying, “We’re here and won’t let anything happen to you.” 

Sometimes a small night light helps make the transition from full activity in the day 

to a restful night’s sleep. After all, the sun will rise on the next day. 

I imagine that, at one time or another, every child has had a fear of darkness. 

 

In this way, children have much to teach us. 

 

As adults, we (by-and-large) overcome the fear of the dark. We have our devices.   

We have had enough time and experience to know how to cope in the dark and we 

have seen enough sunrises to be confident that tomorrow will be no different. 

Light will come again. 

 

Oh, that we were like children and had some of that healthy respect for the dangers 

of darkness. 

 

I remember once when I was a teenager going on a tour in a complex of deep 

caverns. We had gone down quite a ways and the guide stopped us and told us not 

to panic. He was going to turn out the lights. He told us to stand still and said, “Place 

your index finger in front of your nose.” It was absolutely pitch black dark. You 

couldn’t see your finger and couldn’t really be sure how far from your nose it was. 

We really count on light and reflected light to give us some perception of the world 

around us. 

 

Have you ever been driving down a back country road at night and turned off your 

car lights.  It might sound like a foolish risk, but I’ve done it in the past and only at 

slow speed and only for a second or two. It’s very eerie and oh, how I appreciate 

those bright headlights when they’re turned on again and penetrate the darkness. 

We could easily meet with disaster if I were to continue driving in total darkness. 

There’s no warning of danger that lies before us and quickly we would lose the 

orientation that tells us where the road leads. And you know that could lead us into 

serious harm. 

 

When you think of such cases, you realize that children are realistic in their 

appreciation of the possible danger of darkness. It is only because of light that  

we are able to cope.  
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The Motifs of Light and Darkness 
 

In many ancient writings and mythical stories and tales, light and darkness, 

respectively represented the powers of good and evil. Men have, within themselves, 

the capacity to recognize the benefits derived from light    and    the problems 

associated with darkness. 

 

To a large extent, the Bible maintains this motif and distinction where  

good is equated with light    and    evil prevails in the darkness or at night. 

 

The Bible, God’s written revelation to us, opens with these words (Genesis 1v1-4): 

 

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was without form and 

void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over 

the face of the waters. And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. And God 

saw that the light was good. 

 

The important thing to recognize is that God is sovereign over both darkness and 

light. The cosmos was in darkness and God, with creative word, brought about light.   

Yet, in the order of creation, day and night, light and darkness, are common in our 

human experience. God allows for both and there is purpose to both of them. 

 

 

Simeon’s Expression 
 

Over the past few Sundays, we’ve had opportunity to consider God’s announcement  

of Jesus’ birth to Mary and to the shepherds. God’s promises concerning the coming 

of the Messiah have been fulfilled. Then according to the law of Moses, Mary and 

Joseph travel to the temple in Jerusalem and present the baby Jesus to a rabbi. 

 

We do not know that Simeon was an old man, though we surmise this. 

We do not know that he was a temple priest, though he is a religious leader capable  

of caring for their spiritual needs. 

 

What we do know, because it is made very, very clear in the account in Luke, is  

that Simeon was “in the Spirit.”  The Holy Spirit had descended upon him and 

empowered him and had influence over him. 

 

Simeon was able to see things and say things that were beyond his normal human 

ability.  How was Simeon able to recognize the Messiah? 

Now, I don’t think that the baby Jesus had a halo hovering above his head. 

Nor do I think that he would have glowed in the dark with any holy iridescence. 
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Simeon was not responding to a visible phenomenon. He was speaking by the 

power of God according to something revealed to him supernaturally.   There could 

have been others standing around who would not have been able to recognize what 

he recognized. 

 

His words call together all of the prophecies which had promised that God would 

bring light into the world. 

 
 
Older Testament instances 
 

In a past age, God had led His people through the exodus from Egypt  

by day with a pillar of cloud    and   at night by the pillar of fire over the camp—light 

that penetrated the darkness. 

 

The presence of God with the people was considered to be Israel’s glory. Listen to 

how the prophet Isaiah describes this (Isaiah 60v1-3): 

 

Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 

For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the LORD 

will arise upon you, and his glory will be seen upon you. And nations shall come to your 

light, and kings to the brightness of your rising.   

 

This is the expression that Simeon used to describe the baby. 

 

In Psalm 27, the Psalmist writes: 

 

“The Lord is my light and my salvation; Whom shall I fear?” 

 

Simeon identified the baby as being both a light to the nations and the salvation 

provided by God. 

 

In the passage read during our Call to Worship from the prophet Isaiah, there was  

the promise that the light of God’s provision would extend beyond the realm of 

Israel. It would be available for all peoples. 

 

“I will also make You a light of the nations,  

So that My salvation may reach to the end of the earth.” 

 

Simeon, led by the Holy Spirit, is bringing together everything foreshadowed in the 

Older Testament concerning the one and true light which would burst forth onto 

human history and into our personal experience. 
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Application 
 

We live in a society which has widespread, but not always accurate, information 

about Jesus.  Particularly in this season, millions of people are repeatedly reminded 

of the Christmas story. Yet, in spite of the information, many have not seen the light. 

They continue to walk in darkness. 

 

Why is this so? 

 

John tells us that, “God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that 

whoever believes in Him will not perish, but will have eternal life . . . the light came into 

the world, and men loved the darkness rather than the light.” (John 3v16-21) 

 

Sad, isn’t it? 

 

The apostle Paul, in the second chapter of Romans, talks about people who have had 

access to truth but have become futile in their speculations and darkened in their 

hearts. (Romans 2v20,21) 

 

The saddest part is that people walking in spiritual darkness cannot provide light for 

themselves.  Often, they cannot even discern their own condition. While this may 

distress us, we must be reminded of Simeon’s experience.  

 

Spiritual darkness is turned back by spiritual light and this is spiritually revealed.  

 

This can happen simply as a person asks God for that spiritual light and insight.  

He doesn’t withhold from us what is good for us. 

 

Simeon’s patience and trust in God were rewarded. He expressed personal peace 

and joy at the coming of God’s light and glory and salvation. 

 

Probably Simeon had been gone for many years when Jesus said of Himself,  

(John 8v12) 

 

A man once said [C.T. Whitmell] “In darkness there is no choice.  It is light that enables 

us to see the differences between things; and it is Christ who [is the light] and who gives us 

light.” 

                                                    

Friends, my hope is that you can echo the words of Simeon when he said,          

“My eyes have seen Your salvation which You have prepared in the presence of all 

peoples, A light of revelation to the nations, And the glory of Your people Israel.” 
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My hope is that you, like Simeon, should experience deep, inward peace and joy this 

Christmas and throughout the new year because of the light and life which are 

personally yours in Jesus Christ.  

 

This is a season of celebration because the true light has come into the world and  

has been reclaiming and will continue to reclaim those who walk in darkness. 

 

Thanks be to God.  

 

 

 

 

Reading for lighting the candle representing PEACE 

 

If we watch the news, we would have cause to wonder whether peace will come to 

this world. Alarming and sad things happen that disturb the nations, communities, 

families and individuals. 

 

The prophet Isaiah spoke of the coming One who would be known as the “Prince  

of Peace.” We believe that, one day—a day to come—Jesus will usher in a peace that 

has never before been seen. A peace that covers all of His followers. 

 

Until that day comes, Jesus bids us, “Come to Me all you who are weary and heavy 

laden and I will give you rest.” Jesus offers us personal peace as we rest in Him. 

 

We light the candle representing PEACE. May you experience His peace this 

Christmas. 
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Isaiah 42 

5  Thus says God the Lord, Who created the heavens and stretched them out, Who spread out the 

earth and its offspring, Who gives breath to the people on it, And spirit to those who walk in it,   

6  “I am the Lord, I have called you in righteousness, I will also hold you by the hand and watch 

over you, And I will appoint you as a covenant to the people, As a light to the nations,  7  To open 

blind eyes, To bring out prisoners from the dungeon, And those who dwell in darkness from the 

prison. 

 

 

Isaiah 49 

5  And now says the Lord, who formed Me from the womb to be His Servant, To bring Jacob back 

to Him, in order that Israel might be gathered to Him (For I am honored in the sight of the Lord, 

And My God is My strength),  6  He says, “It is too small a thing that You should be My Servant To 

raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the preserved ones of Israel; I will also make You a light 

of the nations So that My salvation may reach to the end of the earth.”  7  Thus says the Lord, the 

Redeemer of Israel, [and] its Holy One, To the despised One, To the One abhorred by the nation, 

To the Servant of rulers, “Kings shall see and arise, Princes shall also bow down; Because of the 

Lord who is faithful, the Holy One of Israel who has chosen You.” 

 


