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Scripture Passage 

 

(Colossians 1) 

 
24

 Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am filling up what is 

lacking in Christ's afflictions for the sake of his body, that is, the church, 

25

 of which I became a minister according to the stewardship from God that was given to 

me for you, to make the word of God fully known, 

26

 the mystery hidden for ages and generations but now revealed to his saints. 

27

 To them God chose to make known how great among the Gentiles are the riches of the 

glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 

28

 Him we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone with all wisdom, that we 

may present everyone mature in Christ. 

29

 For this I toil, struggling with all his energy that he powerfully works within me. 

 

(Colossians 2) 

 
1

 For I want you to know how great a struggle I have for you and for those at Laodicea  

and for all who have not seen me face to face, 

2

 that their hearts may be encouraged, being knit together in love, to reach all the 

riches of full assurance of understanding and the knowledge of God's mystery, which 

is Christ, 

3

 in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 

4

 I say this in order that no one may delude you with plausible arguments. 

5

 For though I am absent in body, yet I am with you in spirit, rejoicing to see your good 

order and the firmness of your faith in Christ. 
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Sending the letter 

 

Imagine that this congregation was in the situation where something was threatening 

its future and out of the blue you get a letter from someone high up at the Baptist 

denominational office. It's a letter of encouragement. It's a letter that reminds you of 

your relationship with Christ. It's a letter that reminds you about how great Christ is. 

It's a letter that reminds you that Christ is actually the head of Tyrrell Baptist Church. 

 

You've never met this denominational leader before. You've heard a lot about him. 

Some people have criticized him. Other people have applauded him. You've never 

met him face-to-face so all you can do is read the words of the letter and take from it 

whatever you can to encourage and help you. 

 

That is pretty close to what Christians in Colossae were experiencing as they received 

this letter from the apostle Paul. Now someone in a modern-day denominational office 

doesn't have the authority or credentials that the apostle Paul had. He was an apostle 

by virtue of having met Jesus face-to-face and he was commissioned directly by Jesus 

to be the one who would carry forth the message of good news. 

 

To our knowledge Paul had never been to Colossae to see the church. It was probably 

planted by Epaphras who is named here in Paul's letter. Epaphras was probably the 

pastor of the church as well as. And he would be the one who was reporting to Paul 

what has been happening among the believers in Colossae. 

 

Because Paul is under arrest and it's felt that he was in Rome at this time, there is  

little likelihood that he would ever be able to meet with these Christians in Colossae 

face-to-face. So he has to communicate to them those things that are of the upmost 

importance and those things that will help them stay true to the faith and be 

safeguarded as they face challenges. 

 

The sermon title for today is “Ministry, Mystery, Maturity.” In terms of these verses 

from chapter 1 verse 24 to chapter 2 verse 5, we hear something about Paul's ministry, 

something about how the gospel is related to a mystery and something about the 

progress of the Christians toward maturity. 
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Paul's ministry 

 

Paul was facing a few challenges in carrying out a ministry to the Colossian church. 

 

First off, Paul had never met them personally. It is hard to minister to people you don't 

know from direct experience. Paul had to rely on Epaphras who probably provided a 

good, detailed description. 

 

Second, Paul was under arrest and incarcerated in Rome. Back in Colossae, there were 

people who wanted to spread their own religious teaching and they could take 

advantage of Paul’s situation knowing that he would never directly challenge them. 

They could even criticize Paul because he was in prison.  

 

Paul would somehow have to reinforce his credentials as an apostle to counter those  

people in Colossae who were spreading  false teaching that could mislead the 

Christians. 

 

And then is the third challenge, the apostle would have to exercise great faith that his 

prayers and this letter would actually help the believers in Colossae—help them to 

stand strong in faith.  

 

In the passage we’re looking at today, Paul clearly identifies himself as a minister with 

something entrusted by God as a sacred stewardship. What does it mean to be a 

steward?  

 

For Paul, it meant that he was responsible to “take scrupulous care of that which was 

entrusted to him, and give it out to others faithfully and as directed by his master Jesus 

Christ” (ISBE).  

 

Speaking of the apostles, Paul described them in this manner: 

 

This is how one should regard us, as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God. 

Moreover, it is required of stewards that they be found trustworthy. (1 Corinthians 4v1-2) 
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Paul’s suffering  
 

Paul would not intend for the people to feel guilty when he said that he was suffering 

for their sake. 

 

In saying that he was filling up what was lacking in Christ's afflictions doesn't mean 

that Christ didn't suffer to the fullest.  

 

What is meant here by the word “afflictions” are the “pressures” of life and the 

persecutions that Paul endured. This word is never used in the New Testament for the 

sacrificial sufferings of Jesus Christ.  

 

Jesus Christ fully paid the price. He suffered in a way that no human being will ever 

suffer. From the cross, he could appropriately say “It is finished.” The resurrected Jesus 

would ascend from earth to heaven and before He did, He would charge His apostles 

and disciples with an ongoing ministry. 

 

Let’s look at what Paul says about his ministry in this short passage that we’re 

examining today. 

 

 

Ministry 

 

While this is not a job description, what Paul has to say about his own ministry 

highlights some qualities that should be seen in anyone who is a minister on behalf of 

Jesus Christ.  

 

1.  A minister is prepared to pay a price for the sake of others. 

 

2.  A minister is committed to the church as the body of Christ with living members. 

 

3.  A minister cares about people even if they are not personally encountered. 

 

Christ cares for them so it becomes Paul’s heart burden for the welfare of those people. 

In this passage, Paul says that though he is not physically with them, he is with them 

in spirit and rejoices with the progress that they show in their Christian lives. 

 

4.  A minister is committed to making the word of God known to people. 

 

This Sunday sermon is not an exercise in oration. It is an attempt to bring God's word 

to bear on our lives. 

 

As he talks about it being “fully known,” that is important in Paul's context because 

there was a false teaching going around in Colossae. 
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“Fully known” for us means that we need a full and balanced understanding of God's 

word because we, too, live in the midst of many cults and religions and opinions that 

are not proper revelations or representations from the word of God. 

 

A commitment to the Bible as the word of God is the starting place. 

 

5.  You see Paul's emphasis in verse 28 and this is the need for a minister of Jesus Christ 

to proclaim, to warn, to teach. 

 

Today, we have access to many good Bible scholars, preachers, teachers and writers 

through radio, television, the Internet and books. They are faithfully putting forth the 

word of God. But I wonder if there has been a shift of attention from a hunger for the 

word of God towards lighter stuff. 

 

A seminary professor said this to his class, “Your task is to feed the sheep; not entertain the 

goats.” It seems like a hard saying but if Christians are looking more to be amused and 

entertained in our worship services and other gatherings, then when and how will 

come the growth that leads to Christian maturity? 

 

And that is a goal in view of all that Paul has said about being a minister with a 

stewardship from God. 

 

As the apostle Paul states it, a minister is working towards presenting you, every one 

of you as mature in Christ. I'll return to this matter of maturity later. Next, we’ll look at 

the element of “mystery.” 

 

 

Mystery 
 

So, while Paul is a minister charged with the responsibility to make the word of God 

fully known, he writes to the Colossians about a mystery, something that had been 

hidden. Three times in this passage he refers to the “mystery.”  

 

Let's just take a short time to look at our Holy Bible. It has 66 collected writings that we 

call “books.” Written by about 30 authors over a period of 1500 years, covering a period 

of at least 4000 years. It is a variety of types of literature—history, law, narratives, 

poetry, songs, wisdom, prophecy, letters and future revelation. 

 

How would we know about God and His plan for us if it were not for having this one 

book? The first part consisting of 39 books is called the Old Testament. I prefer the 

term “Older Testament” because it is not old in the sense that it no longer applies. 

Then we have the revelation of Jesus Christ in the Gospels and a “Christ-centred” 

focus through the 27 books of the New Testament.  

 



6 
 

Bret Maukonen, 2014 

Here, in Colossians, Paul talks about “the mystery hidden for ages and generations but 

now revealed to his saints.” 

 

What is that mystery? 

 

In chapter 2 verse 2, Paul very clearly tells us that God's mystery is Christ Himself. And 

then in verse 3, he adds “in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.” 

 

The Bible presents God's unfolding plan of redemption—the redemption based in 

Christ's sacrifice for us. 

 

Imagine this situation. You have never heard about Christ and you start reading the 

Bible beginning with the book of Genesis. There are things written in different places 

that start raising questions. “What does this mean? What is God up to? This seems to be a 

promise for One coming in the future.” People we read about in the Older Testament 

were given words hinting at God’s bigger plan. 

 

Reading through the Older Testament, a person could gather up all these hints that 

God has some plan and there is a day coming when a key piece of the puzzle will be 

put in place. 

 

Lynne and I like to watch the American PBS stations because they have a series called 

“Masterpiece” and one component of that is “Masterpiece Mystery.” You know, if you 

watch a mystery or read a mystery novel, you'll be given hints or clues along the way. 

You might be kept guessing but when the full truth is revealed, you can look back and 

say “Aha! Now I see what or who those clues were pointing to.” 

 

That is the sense of what Paul is saying about the “mystery hidden for ages.” God had 

been giving clues throughout the Older Testament about the coming of Christ.  

The time was being prepared for that missing piece—that most important piece to  

be put into place. 

 

The Gentiles in Colossae wouldn't have had much insight into that mystery because 

those writings actually belonged to Jewish readers. But one important part of the 

mystery was that God's eternal plan would include salvation for both Jews and 

Gentiles. Jesus would be the long promised Messiah of the Jews and He would be the 

Christ that Gentiles would come to know. 

 

As we read in 1v27: To them God chose to make known how great among the Gentiles are 

the riches of the glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 
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Maturity 
 

With this great gift of “Christ in us” comes the new birth and new spiritual life. 

Remember that Jesus Himself said that a person must be born again (John 3) 

 

Well, we all know what happens when there is a birth. You have a baby that will grow 

into a toddler and then grow into a child and an adolescent and then into adulthood. 

 

With new life, we expect growth and development. We look for it. If it does not 

happen, then we would become concerned. 

 

The same may be said for new spiritual life. We should look for growth and 

development of the individual. If it does not happen, then we would become 

concerned. 

 

Paul was looking for these Christians to become “mature in Christ” through the ministry 

of the word of God and through experience of “Christ in them, the hope of glory.” 

 

People like the apostle Paul and Timothy and Epaphras, their pastor, had prayed for 

them and made every effort to share with them the word of God. Paul had lived an 

example of a Christian life so that they have a pattern to follow in becoming faithful 

followers of Christ. 

 

The expectation and what they were looking for was this growth to Christian maturity. 

 

Now, “maturity” for us can mean a couple of different things. There are adults who are 

in their senior years who we naturally consider to be “mature” adults. We regard them 

in this way simply because of the number of years that they have lived. Then there is 

maturity by the way an adult acts. More than one adult has been told “act your age.” 

 

Sometimes I will say of myself, “At my age, I should know better.” This suggests some 

decision or action that is not quite in keeping with the years and experience I have had. 

 

Maturity in the Bible and in Christian references doesn’t have anything to do with 

years of age or acting your age. Christian maturity has to do with how much a person 

has grown up to be like Jesus Christ. Attitude, actions, attention to the word of God—

these are some of the things that mark Christian maturity. There are a number of 

passages that will build a picture of what it is to be a mature Christian. Here in 

Colossians, Paul provides some aspects of that picture. 
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Paul wanted them to be encouraged. You know that word “encourage” comes from 

the French word “coeur” meaning “heart.” 

 

1.   A mature Christian has a positive and “encouraged” outlook. 

 

2.   A mature Christian has a real heart connection with brothers and sisters in Christ. 

 

3.   A mature Christian has the sense and desire to access the good things that God has 

 given us in Christ.  He has a hunger for God. 

 

4.   A mature Christian has a hunger to grow in understanding and knowledge. 

 

Warren Wiersbe, a renowned Bible commentator says that “‘understanding’ literally 

means ‘to place together.’ It is the ability to assess things. Knowledge suggests the 

ability to grasp truth. Wisdom implies the ability to defend what we understand.” 

 

So the fifth characteristic of a mature Christian that is suggested in this passage is 

 

5. A mature Christian has a knowledge and wisdom to discern what is truth and what 

is error in spiritual matters. 

 

Finally, in verse 5, Paul praises them and rejoices because of two qualities that 

characterize the church. They were in “good order” and had “firmness of faith” in 

Christ. These draw upon military images of that day. 

 

“In the military world, orderly soldiers were those who had no breaks or breaches in 

their ranks.” They stood firm together. The steadfastness or “firmness” is a depiction of 

corporate strength coming from forming a united front. (R. Gromacki) 

 

The picture that I am getting is that the church in Colossae would have been a good 

one to join. The people had a good pastor and the attention and prayers of an apostle. 

The church also had many fine qualities. 

 

So today, we’ve seen some of the qualities of a minister in service of Christ. 

 

We’ve come to understand what had been a mystery but what is now made plain: 

“Christ in you, the hope of glory.” 

 

And we’ve looked at some qualities of Christian maturity. 

 

The goal today, as it was in Paul’s time, is to “present everyone mature in Christ.” 

 

What do you need to do in keeping on that path towards greater Christian maturity?  


